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On Christian Self-Denial. 


EW moral duties are more 
. strongly inculcated by our 
Lord, than that of Selfi-denial. In 
the most of bis public instructions, 
he repeatedly enjoins this impor- 
tant duty, as one which should 
ever be characteristic of his fol- 
lowers. There is nothing, indeed, 
in the moral precepts of Christ, 
which more eminently distinguish- 
es his religion from every other 
moral system, than the doctrine of 
seli-denial. Other moral teach- 
ers, who do not receive their sen- 
timents from the Spirit of God, 
are under the necessity of accom- 
modating their precepts, in a de- 
gree at least, to the opinions and 
practices of men, in order that 
they may be received. Every 
moralist perceives that the pertec- 
tion of “the human character, and 
the safety of the world require the 
imposition of severe restraints on 


ihe passions and corruptions of 


men. But knowing the impossi- 
bility of inducing them to renounce 
the services of sin, from the influ- 
ence of any human or temporal 
motives, they can only go toa 
Vou. VILL. No. 11. 





certain extent in condemning great 
errors and some vices, while oth- 
ers pass unnoticed. The doc- 
trine of Christ is of a different 
character. ‘Truth is his guide, 
the divine character is his rule, and 
the glory of God the end, of all his 
moral precepts. He never con- 
siders what is congenial to the 
practices and propensities of men, 
but what is conformable to the 
principles of eternal truth ; what is 
necessary to bring the characters 
of men into a moral conformity to 
God ; and in what manner they 
may be fitted for the enjoyment of 
his eternal presence. For these 
purposes, he taught, abundantly, 
the necessity of self-denial. Man 
is alienated from God, his heart is 
disinclined to holiness, though, 
without it, mo man can see the 
Lord. He must then deny him- 
self, if he would be accepted of 
God. 

The doctrine of self-denial was 
inculeated by our Lord, in the 
most impressive and efficacious 
manner in which any moral pre- 
cept can be taught, to wit, by ex- 
ample. He enjoined no more 








than he practised. His whele 
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tte, while on edtut, Was a) UbiD- 


| the evil and on the 


€ good, and 


= Pa eae . ne scigtt "iY , : 
terrupled scene of seli-denial 3 Of sencetn rain on tne just and on 
tabor and suffering in the service) ine Gajusi.”” And, in the con- 


of God. Thus, all he requires of 


liis people is to follow him. He 


says to Matthew the publican, | 


. —_ 
S Se 4 WT oqhe¢e h Te ss i 
ana it is all that he Says, 


low me.” But he knew this could | 
never he done, by any of the sons | 


of men, with their unhoiy bearts, 
or in the present world where all 


Fol- | 


clusion of his discourse, be adds, 
* Be ye, thereior, perfect, even 
as your Father which is in heaven 
is pertect.” “Lhe moral chorac- 
ter of God is here brought into 
view as the rule of the precepts 
‘which are given. No cther reason 


x. 


is offered, and no other need be 


are beset with the allurements of; offered, for these precepts, only 


sin, without severe self-denial. 
He thus says, having given the 
promise of eternal life to all those 
wio will faithfully follow hua, 
‘¢ Whosoever will come afler me, 
let him deny himecii.” 

We shall attempt to roial Out 
the nature of that self-denial 
which is cnicined by our Lord ; 
aint then male apptication of his 
precepts tc some particular. cir- 
cumstances ii which this duty is 
to be exercised. 

All the moral precepts of Christ 
were regulated by ene invariable 
principle, which is, conformity to 
God. The moral character of Je- 


' 
: 


. , . ' , nd . ' 
tovah being absolutciv perlect, it | 
i 


naturally becomes the rule oe 
moral action for all intelligent be- 
ies. ‘Lhe affections which.he ex- 
orciscs, the things which he does, 
in reievence ty other beings, are, 
always, perfectly just and boly. 
onnitar aflections and similar con- 
duct, therefore, accordiug to the 


’ ° - ! 
relotions Which may exist, must } 


be just, and ousht to be required 
ofall other beings. Cn this prin- 
ciple, Ciist says, in his sermon 
ou the mount, ‘* Love your ene- 
mics, bless them that curse von, 
‘lo good to them that hate you, 
aud prey tor them which despite- 
luily use Vou aud persecute you ; 
ihat ye may be the chiidven of 
vour Father which is in heaven: 
ov be maketh his sun to vise en 


{ 


that they require such a tempci 
_ of heart and such conduct, in men, 
as are conformable fo the mora! 
'character of God. Every thine 
found in his character, which, by 
; the nature and circumstances of 
moral creatures, can be imitated 
i by them, they are required to cb 
l serve and follow. 

For a further illustration of the 
nature of seli-denial, it may be 
observed, 

1. Christ Jesus never requires 
self-denial of his creatures, as a 
penance :—as a punishment for 
wickedness, or as an act of atone- 
ment for the purchase of his fa- 
vor. False religion and hypoc- 





denial as a penance, viewing it as 
an expiation of guilt before God. 
The Pharisee says, in the para- 
ble, ‘* I fast twice in the week, ] 
give tithes of all that 1 possess.” 
On this ground he expected justifi- 
|eation from God. It is common 
for false religions to enjoin great 
| acts of self-denial, under the per- 
‘guasion that such sufferings will 
| procure the blessings which they 
{hope to obtain. ‘The Mahometan 
| religion, and the Roman Catholic 
| enjoin severe aets of seli-mortifica- 
| tion and voluntary suffering, and, 
to services of: this kind, they 
promise the reward of eternal 
blessedness. ‘The Pharisces, 
i the time of Christ, generally, en- 


| risy usually treat the duty of sell- 


‘ 
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lertained similar sentiments. They ; the Hn srouuds of his 


would, 1a Witla cases, inake great ble ap Iness. 
witts to the poor, they devoted | 


much «f their services and proper- 
ty to the external ordinances of | 
religion, they spent much time in 
prayer and fasting. But, oa these 
things » they relied, for the attain- 
ment of the divine favor. Christ 
says to them, ** Ye pay tithe of: 
mint, and anise, and cummin, and | 
have omitted the weightier mat- | 
ters of the law, judgment, mercy, 
and faith.” lo view of the meri- ! 
orious value of such services, 
God says, “ T will take no bal- 
lock out of thine house, nor be- 
soats cut of thy folds. Fer every | 
t of the forest is mine, and the | 
cattle upon a theusand hills "Y 
The pealmnist testifies, in bis deep 
repentance, “ ‘Thou cestrest noi 
sacrifice, else would i give ah 
thou delightest not i: burat off 
ing. ‘The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: a bicken and a 
contrite heart, O Ged, thou wilt 
nol despise "hs 
The blessincs cf Ge gospel, 





promised by Christ to lis people, 
are biess ings of grace. They How 
from his merey, they are procur- 
ed by his atonement and interce:- 
sion, and in no other way. He 
tells his peopie, * Come unto me, 
and i will give you rest.” “* My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know | 


te ee 


them, and they follow me, and [ 
zive unto them “eternal life.’ No! 


zood is promised them only as a| 
gift, All proc ceeds from his own 
rich, unmerited mercy. This sen- | 
timent will pervade all heaven | 
forever, that every blessing there | 
enjoyed is derived from the free, 
sovereign grace of God, in Cc hrist | 
Jesus ; to whom will be ascribed | 
all the praise. hie services or | 
sufferings of the believer cannot | 


\ 


; 


ne int ‘ ww. 7 in any devzrer, as 
: ! 45 203 ? 5 “3 





Cirist requires his peopie to 
Pits: themseives, that they may 
learn their own corruptions, and 
the true nature and danger of sin. 
The great evil with the sinner, by 
which he is necessarily exposed to 
the wrath of God, is his own deen 
corruption of heart, by which he 
loves iniquity, by which his af- 
fections are opposed to God and to 
all holiness. On account of this 
moral temper, he possesses in him- 


| self the principle of eternal separa 


tion from God, ef continual oppo- 
sition to > bien and to his holy king- 
com. The heart of the sons of 
men is fatly setin them todo evil.” 
These evil affections of beart ne- 

cessarily operate in sinful exerci- 

ses against God, and a violation 
of the duties enjoined in his word. 
Christ requires his people to main- 
tain a wariare against these un- 
godly affections, that they may 
duly perceive their own iniquities. 
Ifall were to follow the dictates 
of their natural hearts, they would 
be little sensible of the mass cf 
ungodliness which there exists. 
Anda principal icason - mnanyv 
are so unsvilling to believe the te- 
fal corruption "aad unbol iness of 


' . 
the human heart. IS. that they cdo 


. tt 7 . A ’ . ad 
not careiuwiy examine their own, 
» see their evil aflections, and 
cir opposition to the holy purity 

_* ‘ a 7 ‘ v 
of God. When the believer J3 re- 
| quired to deny himself, to resist 
| the course of his natural affeciions, 
to oppose his own favorite pro- 
pensities, he becins to learn their 
obstinacy and strength. He finds 


— 


‘ 
4 
4 
a 


‘what great efforts are necessary to 


restrain his appeliles and corrup- 
tions which are opposed io God ; 
he sees what constant and perse- 


vering exertion is nece ssary to ac- 
au ire ‘aad ret WN the 'y}: iste ry, tho 
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he may be kept in the ways of 
duty and truth. While those who 
give a loose to their natural incli- 
nations are insensible of their 
strength or opposition to God ; 
deve | who would deny iadinciven, 
in imitation of the holy example 
of Christ Jesus, find that in them- 
selves dwelleth no good thing ; 
that when they would do good 
evil is present with them. by 
every altempt to engage in the 
services of duty, they find corrup- 
tion, or sloth, or unfaithfulness, 
Jeading them astray, that they do 
little for God, little tor his honor, 
or for the holy interests of right- 
eousness. They find that their 
best services are poor, that, with 
all their attempts to serve and hon- 
or God, there is much corruption 
and guiit, by which they are just- 
lv exposed to his continual dis- 
pleasure. [i, by much exertion, 
the believer succeeds in o btaining 
a conquest over one evil afection, 
and one course of wickedness. he 
soon finds a corrupt plant spring- 
ing up in some other quarter, bear 
ing the fruits of ungouliness. 
Some other unholy iioction ap- 
pears, whereby duty is neglected, 





7 — 
———————— 
- 





| 


not the opposition of bis heart to 
its sacred requirements. This 
leads to observe, 

3. God requires self-denial for 
tbe purpose of honoring his holy 
law. All sin is disobedience. 
All unholy affections of heart and 
all opposition to God and his truth 
are a violation of that law which 
re quires supreme love to him, and, 
of course, are acts of disobedience. 
We are taught by divine truth that 
unholy affec: tions and perverseness 
of te mper are disobedience to God. 
Eph. 2. ‘+ And you hath he quick- 
ened, who were dead in trespas- 
ses and sins; wherein in time 
past ye waiked according to the 
course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience.” Those 
who are dead in trespasses and 
sins possess the spirit of disobedi- 
ence towards God, The most 
iligh requires, and justly requires 
of all men to be obedient to bis 
law. When one asked of Christ, 
** What good thing shall I do that 
I may have eternal life ? he was 
told “* If thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments.” The 


God is ina measure forsaken, and | natural affections of the human 
some worldly object has the lead- | heart are opposed to obedience. 


ing service of the heart. In such | 
a discover y of his own character, 
which a life of self-denial is suited | 


to produce, the believer learns the | can be.’ 


“The carnal mind is enmity 
| against God ; for it is not subject 
‘to the law of God, neither indeed 
It is evident then that 


sage of that grace which can there cannot be any true obedi- 


‘ence to the divine law, but by 
necd of the influences of the Holy | 


pardon a sinner, and tie constant 


Spirit to sanctify his heart, to pre- 
serve in him the principle of holy | 
love, and to bring him, finally, to 
eternal life. 
Inst,” says the Apostle Paul, 
‘* except the law had said, Thou 
shalt not covet.”” Till he learned 
the strictness, the purity, the ho- 
tiness, of the divine law, he knew 


“ [| had not known | 


self-denial. The Apostle does not 


assert that man cannot be obedi- 


t 





ent to the divine law, or that the 
‘human heart cannot be obedient, 
but that the carnal mind, the un- 
holy heart, the natural affections 
of the heart, which are opposed to 
God, cannot be subject to the di- 
vine Jaw. Yet God penaets the 
love of the heart, and this is the 











$15.] 


first and great commandment. | 
This command cannot be obeyed | 

without denyi ing ourselves the i in- Is 
dulgence of our natural inclina- | 
tions, and continually resisting 
the affections of sin. 

Our Lord has given us this 
pointed maxim, “ No man can 
serve two masters.” Yet he has 
declared to his people, ‘* One is 
your Master, even Christ.” He 
well knows that all love the mam- 
mon of unrighteousness, that all 
are disposed to make an idol of 
the present world, and to worship 
and serve the creature more than 
the Creator. Yet he requires that | 
he be served, and served primari- 
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bor as thyself.” Every affection 
| of heart incompatible with these 
creat practical precepts, every 
course of conduct not conformable 
to the same divine standard, is to 
be resisted and opposed by those 
who wou!d truly deny themselves. 
Love to God natura!ly produces a 
strong attachment to ‘his word, to 
his institutions, to bis people, and 
to the interests of the Redeemer on 
earth. Love to our fellow-men 
produces a strong desire for the 
promotion of their highest welfare, 


in their temporal and immortal in- 
| terests. Every feeling, inconsist- 


ent with such desires, every prac- 


‘tice, that opposes or does not aid 


ly, before any or ail the objects of | those duties which naturally flow 


the world. For this purpose, the 
Jove of the worid must be resisted, 
and those who would obey him 
must ceny themselves. 

The divine Saviour never inti- 
mated that it was a light thing to 
be his follower ; but ever taught 
that those who ‘would imitate bis 
example in the service of Cod, 
must deny themselves. The prin- 
cipal motives presented to the 
children of men to engage them to 
serve the Lord are of a distant and 
spiritual nature, while those which 
juvite to the service of sin, are 
sensible and apparent, and, ha- 
ving a more immediate influence 
on the feelings, are powerfully 
calculated to draw off the soul 
from God. Thus a constant and 
strong effort is necessary, in order 
to be found in the ways of holy 
obedience. 

4. Christian sel{-deniai requires 
an opposition to every inclination 
of heart, and every course ot 
practice, which are inconsistent 
with the great requirements of the 
Jivine Jaw. ‘ Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy 


neart,—Thou shalt love thy neigh- 





from such affections, must be re- 
sisted by those who would be the 
faithful followers of Christ. 
Indifference and sloth are, with 
most persons, the greatest obsta- 
cles to a faithful performance of 
duty. To resist the force of these, 
requires, most commoniy, great 
and persevering self-denia!. ‘The 
slothful servant languished in car- 
nal stupidity, indiflerent to the in- 
terests of his Master, regardless of 
his approbation, and would rather 
sink in the quietude of the slug- 
gard, than labor in the service 
of bis Lord. Such a torpid indit- 
ference must be powerfully and 
constantly opposed, by those who 
would follow Christ. He was al- 
ways diligent, always straitened 
to accomplish the work which his 
Father had given him to do. 
HAVING, thus, stated some- 
thing of the nature of that self-de- 
nial which is so much enjoined in 





the gospel, we wiil consider some 
particular cases in which the ex- 
ercise of this duty is important. 





The duties of self-denial are the 
i hardest duties which Christ. re- 
‘aires of his people. They are 
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hard and dificult, else they would 
not require s¢ ro devial. [tis no 


denial of ourselves to pe rform such 


-ervices as require no sacrifice of 
inclination. ft ts theretere in- 

‘ S nittaae al 
nortaut to observe tnat tue Cuties of | 
‘ 


olt-cenial cannot be the same m 
tiierent persons. 
+p: avily de pend on {} e partiodlar 

minelin: ilo? YS . habits, inl ‘ Weunl- 
stances, of every individual. One 
duty may be a creat act of self 
deniai in one person, while, in 
another, st is little er none at all. 
In some persons, it ts a great vir- 
tue toabsiain from the immoderate 
use of strong drink: while, in 
most men, this requires little or no 
elf-denial. With some, it is ea- 
v to maintain a due command of 
the temper ; Wwiniie, in others, 
gteat and persevering exertion and 
watchfulness are necessary. One 
person must Ceny himself strongly, 
not to be imme Jlerately engaged 
in the pursuitor wealth. Another 
person must make an equal exer- 
~~ to avoid a state of stuggish in- 

‘ence and sloth, Wherever the 
danger of any one is, by which he 
is liable to fall into a neglect or 
violation of duty, he must denv 
himself. 

It may, however, be observed, 
in cenera!, that all self-denial res- 
pects the love of the world. All| 
men. by nature, love the world, 


2nd ny their anaerene supret emely | 
upon it, One 


iuing, as the chief object of his at- 
tac hment, another person selects a 
different object, but this fading, 
sinful world possesscs the whole. 
¥ bis ailection, in whatever particu- 
sar manner it may operate, Christ 


pwns recnires us to resist. He 


‘ Qo . 
tells us, 


Se 


by the Apostle John, 
Love not tle world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world. the lore 


On Choose sone ; 


5° wrasse ¢ N i 
Thev must ne- | 


Selp-de reel. | Not 


of the Father is net in him.» 
When our Saviour declares “ Ye 
cennot serve God and mammon,” 
he refers, or miecerggy to the 
objects of this world. These, he 
calls, in another instance, “ the 
mammon of unrighteousness.” Alf 
men make Jehoven or the objects 
of the present work! their m: aster, 
their God. If the God of heaven 
hold net the frst atid in our af- 
fections, We are required, imme- 
diately, to deny op a 
Though it m 1V be dificult to 
point out the particular obiects 
with regard to which individuals, 


respectively, ate required to deny 





} 
j 


| 
! 


themselves, on account of the vast 
veriety of human inclinations and 
pursuits, a few things, in general, 
may be observed. 

Our divine Lord calls wpon his 
peopie to deny themselves ina 
conformity to the general taste and 
fashions of the world. In all 
countries, and all places, there 
are certain genera! objects of pur- 
suit, which principally engage the 
affe chdns of world!y minds. These 
are, trost commonly, the acquisi- 
tien of property, the love of show 
and splendor, a desire of distinc- 
tien, or the indulgence ef pleasures 
All these are perfectly conge nial 
to the taste of the human heart, 
and it is nothing but circumstan- 
tial causes that restrain or limit its 
pursuit. Those, who are desirous 
to be the faithful followers of 
Christ, will seck to discover which 
of these, or whatever other worldly 
object constitutes the favorite 
pu irsvit of those around them, and 
will strive to guard against the 
snare. It is true this often re- 
quires the struggles of painful ex- 
ertion, for the fashion of the time 
draws all into its vortex. But the 


very force an power of the curs 


rent make if uececsery that i: 
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should be avcided by the foilow- | 
ers of Christ. For, the greater 
its power, the more fatal are its 


effects in drawing off immortal 
souls fiom God. “Th ie Influence 
which the fashion of the times has 
upon every mind, is uct casy to 
perceive. It is always great. 


, 


Had it not been more opprobrious, 
in Peter’s time, to be the disciple 
ef a novel teach than it has 
been in many periods since, it is 
coubtful + shether he would have 
denied his Lord.—--!t is not 


er 
s 


very 
essential to enguire whether the 


objects, which strongiv engage 
public attention, are right or | 
wrong in themselves. If they | 


draw the mind from God, they are 
dangerous. The divine direction 


is, ** De not conformed to this 
world ; but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind.” 


Avain, ‘ For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and 


the Just of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but 
of the world.” Qn the same 
subject, the Apostle says to the 
Corinthians, What agreement 
hath the temple of God with idols ? 
—W hcrefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the ua- 


1s 


glean thing ; and I will receive 
you.” 

' We are often called to deny 
eurselves, by parting with some 


object, or relinquishing some pur- | 


suit, which 
hearts. If it 


is very dear to our 
be something which 
engages our first care and attach- 
ment, which our hearts are set 
nore than on God, ii it so occupy 
our allention clings that we 
neglect him it 
shouid torn 

subject Saviour’s 
“ If thy righteye 


nw e + 
and cast 


Or le 
and his service, 
! mite 
we away. 

~ 


the 


very explicit. 


} *t ‘ 
pluck it out, 


Ae. n.l than 
see bbut (hal foe 
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On this 
direction 1s | 


ay 


it from thee ; for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy members 


should perish, and not 
whele body should 


Af 
ANG 


that thy 
cast inte 
thy right hand of- 
fend it off, and cost it 
from thee.”” Others may possess 
or pursue the same object, with- 
out guilt or danger, of which one 
may be imperiously required to 
deny himse!f. Whenever it 


be 
ih 


cut 


, eI 
hei. 
; . 


thee, 


cures the hea art, it is ruinine the 
soul. Ifthe object, which is thus 
dangerous to our spiritual inter- 
ests, cannot be removed from us, 

iasis often the case, it is neces- 

| sary to make constant efforts to 

| break the power of its influence. 

| All are required to deny them- 

| selves in their constitutionad infir- 

| tity or sin. In this particular 

' we would include, not only, those 

evils to which we are exposed in 

consequence of personal inclina- 

ticn or habit ; hut those also to 
which we are liable by our cir- 

cumstances of life. By reason of 
employmenis, connections, and 
various other causes, all persons 
are eminenily exposed to some 
particular cvils, whereby they 
harden their hearis, offend thei: 

| Saviour, and dishonor his name. 
Most persons, also, in consequence 

of some constitutional or habitual 
imclination are liable to certain 
errors -and iniquitics, whereby 
they are peculiarly exposed to the 
wraith of God. In such cases, we 
are eminently called to deny our- 
‘selves. ‘This part of the subject 
| addresses itself immediately to 
| the conscience of every reader. 
Eack one is called upon to deter- 
mine in bis own case what are his 
constitutional or circumstantial 
sins, by what particular corrup- 
tion or temptation le is most ha- 
ble to fall into guilt, and here te 
The constitutional 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘deny himself. 
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sin, and the sin arising from out- 
ward circumstances often change. 
As habits and temptations vary, 
these change. The watchtul Chris- 
tian will never relax his vigilance 
because he may conclude that he 
hath obtained the mastery, through 
divine assistance, over one corrup- 
tion, but will always labor to bring 
his body into subjection, lest be, 
finally, be a cast-away. ‘* Where- 
fore-—let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and Jet us run 
with patience the race that is set 
befure us, looking unto Jesus.” — 


Peculiar circumstances of trial are | 


often appointed to the people of 


God, to try their constancy and 
faith. Abraham was called into 
a strange country, and was re- 
quired to offer his son upon the 
altar, Job was deprived of his 
wealth and his family. Daniel 
was placed among watchful, false, 
insidious enemics. God knows 
the trials of his people, and will 
provide an escape for those who 
trust and serve him, but wi!! nev- 
er excuse their inicuities though 
ina time of temptation. David 
was most severely afilicied for the 
residue of his days ; Peter wept 
bitterly, not at one time only, but 


more or less, all the rcmainder of 


his life. 
The work of self-denial is the 
business of life. The Christian 





before it attains to its appointed 
period of rest and prosperity, Its 
iriends, therefore, must stil] wear 
their armour and be always ready 
for the encounter with the sons oj 
iniquity. But while guarding 
against the external enemies - 
error and vice, the followers of 
Christ should always feel that his 
name and bis cause suffer the most 
from their own corruptions, from 
their own iniquities, their errors, 
and stupidity. Against these they 
should always guard, should al- 
ways watch, and “ watch, and 
pray.”—All the faithful efforts of 
the believer are known on high. 
Though he often falls, he shall 
rise again ; for he has an advocate 
with the Father, by whom he is 
never forgotten. The promise of 
the comforter is his; and his is 
that animating assurance ‘* There 
remaineth a rest to the people of 
God.” 

There is no Curistian without 
self-denial. Without the Chris- 
tian wariare none can or will fol- 
low Christ. Every believer is 
ready to flatter himself that some 
peculiar dispensation will be ap- 
pointed in his favor, whereby he 
inay escape the evils with which 


the followers of Christ have usual- 


4 


Ty been afflicted. But he alway. 


is required to bear his cross al- | 


ways, to take it up daily, and ev- 
er to pray, * Lead us not into 
temptation.” So long as he con- 
iinucs in the present life, he car- 
ries his corruptions, he is beset 


} 


finds his disappointment, if he 


follows his Lord. © ** All that will 


'live cod!y in Christ Jesus shai 
a 


suffer persecution.” “To this tes- 
timony there is no exception. And 
our Lord says himself, * If any 
man will come after me let him 


‘deny himse!f, and take up his 


{ 


with temptation, he is surrounded | 


with the allurements and examples 
of an ungodly world. The church 
fs still in the wilderness, engaged 
iin inany conflicts, and probably, 


| 
| 


‘cross, and follow me.” If any 


professed followers of Christ fine 
themselves free from seli-denial, 
at ease ina conformity with the 
world, they have much reason to 
conclude they have no part with 


many must still he encountered, | him. 
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Those trials, which determine 
the Christian character, must be 
trials for the sake of Christ. If 
our afflictions are merely the or- 
dinary afflictions of the world, 
such as belong to the common 
events of divine providence, they 
furnish no evidence of the Chris- 
tian standing. But if our trials 
result from a controversy with sin, 
if they are the evident consequen- 
ces of our attachment to Christ 
and his holy cause, they may be 
considered as affording good evi- 
dence for the Christian hope. 
They are such as the Lord Jesus 
has assured his disciples they 
shall always bear; they are such 
as have been borne by the glo- 
rious catalogue of prophets, and 
saints, and martyrs, whose souls 
now rest with God 

The trials which God appoints 
for his people in this world will 
eminently prepare them to relish 
the blessedness provided for them 
by Christ Jesus in the world to 
come. Labor will be exchanged 
for rest ; the corruptions of sin for 
holy love ; the darkness of doubt 
for light in the Lord ; hope and 
prospect for perfect visions of glo- 
ry ; temptations for a perfect so- 
ciety of holy beings ; all anxie- 
ties for the cause of truth for a 
sight of the perfect triumphs of 
the Mediator’s kingdom ; every 
fear for the honor of Christ to a 
perception of his infinite and eter- 
nal glory. Blessed are they that 
love the Lord. ‘ Our light afflic- 
tion, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory.” 


Soto 
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Mrs. Cowzes was daughter of 


Mr. Samuel Root of Southington 
Vor. VI. NO. 11. 
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in this state, born in the year 
1726. She was married to Mr. 
Daniel Cowles, at the age of about 
twenty-four, and removed to Ca- 
naan; and not many years after 
removed to Norfolk, where she 
spent the remainder of her life, 
until about two years of her death, 
when she went to Winchester, to 
live with her youngest and only 
son, where she died on the nine- 
teenth day of September, 1815, 
in the ninetieth year of her age. 
Mrs. Cowles was the mother of six 
children; two only survive her. 
She was endowed with a sensible 
mind and an amiable disposition, 
which being seasoned with divine 
grace rendered her agreeable to 
all her acquaintance. She was 
early instructed in the doctrines 
and duties of religion, and in 
childhood was hopefully made a 
subject of the new birth. She 
made a public profession of reli- 
gion when young; which by the 
assistance of divine grace she was 
enabled to adorn through a long 
life, in a more eminent degree 
perhaps than most others. She 
was remarkably sound in the faith, 
firmly believed and most ardently 
loved the distinguished doctrines 
of the gospel ; she seemed to de- 
light to be nothing, that God 
might be all ; she made religion 
the first and great business of life ; 
she was exemplary in all her con- 
duct ; she was never known to be 
angry, or rarely if ever to say or 
do any thing to the dishonor of 
religion. The many who wish to 
disbelieve the reality of religion on 
account of the failing of its pro- 
fessors, in her were in a great 
measure confounded. She always 
appeared to be what she profes- 
sed to be ; the honor of God lay 
near her heart, and she honored 
him in all her ways. No tincture, 
Ddd 
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of enthusiasm or cold formality 
could be attached to her; her 
religion appeared to be the reli- 
gion of the gospel acted out in all 
its parts. She had low and aba- 
sing thoughts of herself, while she 
had high and adoring thoughts of 
ber God and Saviour ; she con- 
sidered herself a great sinner, ever 
adored the sovereign grace of God 
in the plan of redemption pointed 
out in the gospel, and adored the 
holy sovereignty of God in the 
rich displays of his grace in bring- 
ing her into the fold of Christ. 
She delighted much in the pros- 
perity of Zion, and whenever the 


Holy Spirit was poured out and | 


sinners converted to God, her 
heart rejoiced exceedingly ; such 
seasons were times of reireshing to 
her. 

Mrs. Cowles was in low cir- 
cumstances in life, and sometimes 
in real want, but was never beard 
to complain ; she had learned in 
whatsoever siate she was there- 
with to be content. The idea 
that God ordered all her circum- 
stances would always satisly her 
mind, placing the most implicit 
confidence in him. In every thing 


‘by prayer and suppiication with 


thanksgiving she let her requests 
be made known to God. This 
world had but a small place in her 


heart, ber treasure appeared to be | 


in heaven and there was her heart. 

Mrs. Cowles took great pains 
with her children, to bring them 
up for God. As soon as they 
were capable of instruction, she 
taught them the great truths and 
duties of religion, the entire de- 
pravity of the human heart, and 
the nature and necessity of re- 
generation, and pressed upon 
them the duty of immediate re- 
pentance ; she urged upon them 
the duty of prayer, and would 


enforce it by her own example ; 
she appeared to delight much in 
this duty, in public and in se- 
cret. Whenever her busband Was 
absent she would lead in the de 
votions of the family, and contin- 
ued this practice whenever it was 
proper, till within a year of her 
death, although at the age of al- 
most 90 years. She would never 





suffer any of her family to be ab- 
| sent at prayer unless absolutely 
| necessary ; in prayer she was 
able, fervent, and devout. 

She was a womati that paid 
great respect to the Sabbath and 
|divine institutions. She was a 
constant attendant on public wor- 
ship herself, and would never suf- 
fer any of her family to be ab- 
sent without a just excuse. She 
would not do or say any thing on 
the Sabbath of a worldly nature 
which could possibly be avoided. 
She would never suffer her chil- 
dren to wander about on that day, 
but always made it her practice 
to call them together after meet- 
ing, and make an application of 
tlhe subject they had been enter- 
tained with closely to them, to- 
gether with catechising them and 
other religious instruction. After 
she was unable to attend public 
worship, through infirmity of age, 
although very desirable, she yield- 
ed to it without complaint, as it 
was the will of God. It was com- 
mon for her minister to send her a 
portion of the sacred elements on 
sacramental occasions, of which 
she partook with great delight. 
She oiten appeared to enjoy much 
of the divine presence on the Sab- 
bath. One Sabbath morning which 
was sacramental day, she with 
much feeling and tears repeated 
the following lines : 





‘ 





The King himself comes near 
And feasts his saints to day, 
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Here we may sit and see him here, 
And love as well as pray. 


One day amid the place 

Where my dear Lord has been, 
Is better than ten thousand days, 
In pleasurable sin. 





Mrs. Cowles was often tried in 
the furnace of affliction in the loss 
of those dear to her. She had a 
most severe trial in the death of 
her eldest son who was cut off in 
the vigor of youth in a very sud- | 
den and unexpected manner, in| 
the 17th year of his age. He. 
was employed with another man_ 
in digging in a well, about one 
mile from home, when in an in- 
stant the well caved in covering 
them in ten or twelve feet of sand. | 
A messenger was sent with the | 
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the greatest harmony. These af- 
flictions she endured with the for- 
titude becoming a Christian. She 
indeed appeared ever prepared 
for any trial whatever, for her 
heart was fixed, trusting in the 


‘Lord. Mercies led and afflictions 


always drove her to God ; that 
God whom she most ardently lov- 
ed, and in whom she put the most 
implicit confidence. The lan- 
guage of her heart always was, 
** The Lord reigneth, let the earth 
rejoice.” 

We will now follow her to the 
close of life. In the last years of 
her life she had many turns of 
sickness, in which she was, to ap- 
pearance, frequently, brought to 
the sides of the grave. At such 


sad tidings to his parents; after | times, instead of being terrified as 
arriving at the place where many | most are, she seemed to rejoice in 
had collected on this mournful oc- | the idea of being absent irom the 
casion, and finding there could be } body and present with the Lord ; 
no possible relief, after dropping a; and of being released from the 
tear or two which flowed from pa- | body of sin and ceath of which 
rental affection, his mother calmly | she often complained, as cleaving 
said, ‘* The Lord gave, and the|to her. At one of these seasons, 
Lord hath taken away, and bles- when she soon expected to depart 
sed be the name of the Lord.” | and be with Christ, her daughter 
Her calmness and serenity of| who lived a little distance from 
mind astonished every beholder ; ' her came in, and as she approach- 


after her son was taken out of the 
well and laid on a bed, she with 
the greatest composure took a 
cloth and wiped the dust from his 
face as though he was only asleep, 
and then retired in peace, saying, 
‘** It is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth him good.” She was 
called to part with her next son in 
as sudden and unexpected a man- 
ner, at a distance from home, 
which she endured with the same 
composure. She was also called 
to bury her two eldest daughters 
in the midst of life. And in the 
year 1801 she sustained the loss 
ef her husband, with whom she 
kad lived more than 50 vears in 


ed her, she said, ‘‘Well, you have 
come to see your dying mother.” 
| ** Oh, no,” replied her daughter, 
'* Lhope you may recover again.” 
She looked on her as though aston- 
ished, and said, ** How can you 
wish me, after I have been so iong 
on this boisterous ocean and just 
got in sight of the harbor, to be 
driven back again.” Her happy 
soul was on the wing, only wait- 
ing the signal to depart, when 
God was pleased to disappoint 
her expectations, and called her 
back for a while, into life again. 
After she had recovered her health 
so as to be comfortable, feeling 
| herself disappointed, she sent her 
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request for public prayers; that forgotten almost every thing 
God would give her patience, to pertaining to this life; she had 
wait his time, which, she said, even forgotten her own children. 
would be the best time. After But she never forgot her Saviour. 
this, she was never heard to make | She gradwally decayed until life 
any choice in respect to living or | was extinct ; she died without a 
dying. She always after expres- | struggle or a groan. She appear- 
sed a willingness to live or die. |ed to lean her head on Jesus 
She was remarkably patient to breast, and breathe her life out 
the last ; she was much afraid of , sweetly there. 
making trouble for her children,| ‘* Say ye to the righteous it 
with.whom she lived, who spared ; shall be well with them.” 
no pains to make her comfortable | 
or happy. She was never beard 


to complain in any degree, but [Letter from a Father to his Daugh- 
was perlectly satisfied with what-| er,” Living in a place b lesa 
ever was done for her. Shenever| with a great revival of Religion. 
even expressed a wish to have it 

otherwise. Her natural powers Ww » October 12, 1815. 
were now much impaired, but she |. 

was never childish as those of that |) DY A* CHIEDs 
age frequently are.—Not long be- T nesorce much at the pleas- 
fore her death, she was told that | ing intelligence I have from S, 
it was not likely she could hive but | The Holy Spirit, it seems, is sent 
a short time, and was asked wheth- down in copious effusions, bowing 
er she was afraid to die. She said | hardened, obstinate sinners to the 
she had no fears about dying, ad-| foot of the cross. And oh, my 
ding, ‘1 think I can say, 1 know | child, bas God taken hold of you ? 
that my Redeemer liveth.” She! The last time I saw you, you was 
was asked, whether she could not, | greatly opposed to religion. 
considering the life she had lived, | have many times warned you of 
expect to get to heaven in that} your danger, and endeavored to 
way. She appeared astonished, | instruct you in the truths and du- 
and said, ‘‘ Oh no, no.” ** How | ties of religion ; but you slighted 
then do you expect to get there ?| my counsels, and despised my re- 
She answered, “‘ by Christ, that! proofs, and seemed determined to 
is all my hape.” Do yousin any| rush headlong to ruin. These 
now, lying here in this situation ?| things you now feel and lament. 
* O yes, I have a dreadful wicked | I understand that you feel disposed 
heart, I shall sin as Jong as I live.” | to acknowledge the fault to me. 
** What would you do if you! So far it is good. 1 can freely 
should get to heaven and Christ | forgive you, my child, but what 
should not be there?” ‘* Oh, that | will that avail ? You have great- 
would speil heaven. I should be| ly sinned against God, not only in 
undone.” She was unable to say | this but in a thousand other ways ; 
but little at this time, and, for sev- | and in a most aggravated manner. 
eral of her last days, she was un-| And surely you have cause to be 
able to converse at all. Christ} alarmed ; but, my child, you need 
was precious to her in life, and| not despair ; God has a church on 
all her hope in death. She had! earth, and always will have ‘o 
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the time of Christ’s second com- 
ing, and it is all made up of such 
sinners as you and | are. God 
can have mercy on you notwith- 
standing all your sins. Christ 
came into the world to save sin- 
ners; and God has an ultimate 
regard to his own glory in all that 
he does, and in all that he saves. 
You will doubtless try to save 
yourself; you will reform, you 


pray, you will attend religious 
meetings, and after ali your exer- 
tions will perhaps grow worse 
and worse; you will perhaps in- 
dulge hard thoughts of God, that 
after so many prayers and tears, 
he gives you no relief, while oth- 
ers are rejoicing ; but you must 
not think to merit any thing by all 
these things ; you have indeed 
done nothing at all, with a right 
heart ; your cries and tears are all 
of a selfish nature ; self preser- 
vation is all you want. You have 
had no regard to the glory of God 
in all your repentings or prayers ; 
your work is all yet to do, and 
you are wholly dependent on the 
uncovenanted mercy of God for 
relief ; he has mercy on whom he 
will have mercy, for his own 
names’ sake, this is all the ground 
you have to hope. You will now 
say, what shall I do? F will tell 
you what you must do; you 
must believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, you must throw down the 
weapons of your rebellion, you 
must come just as you are, in all 
your sin, and throw yourself at the 
toot of the cross, and cry, God be 
merciful to me a sinner! Yield 
yourself into the hands of God, 
saying, here am I, do with me as 
seemeth good in thy sight. This 
you will say is hard indeed. True, 
it is bard to the unhumbled heart, 
Sut it must be done or you must 
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perish forever ; the terms are fix- 
ed and God will not alter : this is 
the only alternative, submit or die. 
O my child, if ever you are brought 
to this, you will say, it is the hap- 
piest hour of my life; you wilt 
not wish the terms altered; al} 
will be right. In this way only 
can you have true peace; my 
child, it is not in my power to help 


| you ; the controversy is between 
will read your bible, you will | 


God and yourself alone. I rejoice 
and I tremble when I think of you. 
I rejoice that you are not given 
up of God, and I tremble lest you 
should turn back to your former 
state of stupidity, or get a false 
hope ; many, no doubt, deceive 
themselves in this point, and I 
pray you may not stop short of 
Christ formed in your soul. Er- 
rors greatly prevail at the present 
day ; you have been taught sound 
doctrine, and [ hope you will ad- 
here to it ; goto Christians sound 
in the faith for advice ; perhaps 
you are surrounded witb scoffers, 
who will try every art to turn 
your mind from these things, but 
do not regard them ; those that 
despise and wonder will one day 
perish. 1 understand that thére 
are many opposers in S—-—, but 
what will it avail to fight against 
God? He will carry on his own 
work in spite of all opposition. 
The gates of hell can never pre- 
vail against the church. We live 
in a most wonderful day ; God is 
calling in his elect from every 
quarter ; and is building up bis 
church most gloriously. One thing 
is wonderful in the present work 
of grace ; in almost every place 
where there are revivals the work 
seems to be almost wholly confin- 
ed to the young; an alarming 
thought to those advanced in life. 
Who can describe the awful state 
of those that are left-? "Fhey have 
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reason to fear that the Hoiy Spirit | through the sovereign goodness of 
wath determined to Iet them a- | God tofind you rejoicing in hope ; 
lone, and hath said of them, ** He | with a new song in your mouth, 
that is flithy let him be filthy still, even praise to our God. But this 
he that is unholy let bim be un- | must be left with him who bas all 
holy still.” When this is the case, | hearts in his bands, and has a 
there can remain no possible hope j right to do what he wiil with his 
for that person ; and yet we have }owa. Commending you to ihe 
reason to fear that it 1s the awful | grace of God, | remain your af- 
situation of many. I hope, my | tectionate father, E. C. 

child, to see you before long, and 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Kirst Report of the Trustees of the Connecticut Reserve Bible Societ ; 
read befure the Society at their annual meeting held at Warren, om 
Wednesday the 14th day of June, 1815. 


HE trustees of the Connecticut Reserve Bible Society, in pre- 

senting their annual report, would notice some of the dealings 
of God in his all wise providence, which appear to be instrumental in 
accomplisning the important design of the institution. in the first 
place, they would call upon themselves, upon all the members of this 
society, and upon every one who favors the cause of humanity, and 
the interests of religion, to bless the boly name of God for the return of 
peace. Dy this event, instead of having our attention diverted by the 
alarms of war, we are enabied to meet in safety, and attend to the de- 
jightful business of extending the kingdom of the Prince of Peace. 
Our families, by this act of Providence, are preserved from the rava- 
ges of a cruel and savage foe ; and our young men, the object of the 
rising hopes and anxious expectations of their parents and friends, are 
delivered from the fatal temptations to vice, to which they were 
ereatly exposed by the war. The friends of Zion have cause to hail 
the return of peace, as an event, in a variety of views, highly favor- 
ave to its dearest interests. A way is now opened for us to co-ope- 
rate more efiectually with our brethren in other countries in the glo- 
rious work of disirivuting the holy Scriptures among distant nations, 
tat yet continue in a state of moral darkness. ‘The time, we hope, 
‘s not far distant, when we shall be enabled to unite with them ina 
vork so noble. It may also be remarked, that by the establishment 
d peace, the torrents of vice and wickedness, which flowed from a 
“tate of war, are checked in their rapid progress ; a progress which 
‘hreatened to sweep away every monument of virtue and piety that 
existed in the nation: and the public mind is now at liberty to attend 
‘o the all important concern of religion. These things call aloud for 
our Cevout and thankful acknowledgment to God, the author of every 
good and perfect gift. 
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The coNcERT OF PRAYER Stands first in the assemblage of means, 
that are used in the course of Providence, to build up the Redeemer’s 
kingdom ; and presents a very encouraging prospect, that the cause of 
virtue and reiigion will prevail. Prayer is an instrument within the 
reach of every one, and is of powerful and prevailing efficacy. 
Friends of Zion, though you may be unable to contribute your mite for 
a Bible, you can ask the Lord, that he would foliow with his blessing 
our labors in distributing his word: and we need the prayer of God’s 
people, as well as their pecuniary aid. Let us all unite with the 
millions who are now offering up their fervent supplications in the 
closet, and in the public assembly that the Lord would prosper and 
succeed his cause. And let the numbers mulliply, until their united 
prayers shall ascend, and like a boundless cloud of incense, having 
the whole earth for an altar, shall come up an acceptable sacrifice be- 
fore the throne of a prayer-hearing God. Here is a field for the diii- 
gent labors, and the persevering exertions of all who have the honor 
ef God and the good of the community at heart. ‘Fheir prayers are 
already answered. Numerous bands are returning, in various parts of 
the world, to an allegiance to their rightful sovereign, the Lord of 
Hosts. Children are singing hosannas to their Saviour. And can we 
refrain from ardently desiring, that the religion of Christ, so well cal- 
culated to beautily and adorn society, may become more universal ? 
that the Bible, containing its sublime doctrines and precepts, may be 
circulated through every nation, and that every individual may be 
rendered happy by its vivifying rays? A more special tribute of 
praise to God is due from us in these western regions, that in his gra- 
cious providence he has lately visited, by the influence of his Holy 
Spirit, a number of the colleges and scats of literature in the eastern 
States ; and thereby qualified many literary young men for the Gos- 
pel ministry. To us in the wilderness it is an animating considera- 
tion that God may influence some of them to come and take charge of 
our numerous destitute churches and congregations. May they re- 
ceive the reward of those that turn many to righteousness, and shine as 
stars of the first magnitude forever and ever in the kingdom of heaven. 

Another dispensation of Providence, favorable to the cause of hu- 
manity and Bible Societies is the new direction that has been lately 
given to some of our pubLic prints.—Newspapers have heretofore 
dealt too much in calumny, and in things calculated to stir up the 
malignant passions to the disgrace of a Christian country ; but it is 
highly gratifying toa benevolent mind to see the columns of some pa- 
pers now adorned with pieces of a contrary nature and tendency. It 
will in a more peculiar manner interest our feelings to become ac- 
quainted with the existence of weekly papers, established for the ex- 
press purpose of communicating religious sentiments and intelligence ; 
and of promoting the useful arts and sciences ; and at the same time 
containing a summary of our political affairs. Such papers, if well 
conducted, are calculated to do much good in society. They will 
be read with great satisfaction and avidity by al! those who are anx- 
ious to become acquainted with the concerns of the Redeemer’s king- 
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dom ; and from this class of men they will meet witb liberal support 
and encouragement. 

The establishment of societies for the suppression of vice, and pro- 
motion of good morals, is another means of aiding the cause of Bible 
Societies. In vain shall we put the Bible into the hands of an intoxi- 
cated person. He has degraded himself to a level with the brutes ; 
and so long as he continues in this state, he can no more be benefit. 
ted, than they, by the holy Scriptures. The profane person is not in 
ahabit of mind favorable to reading the Bible with due application; 
and the Sabbath-breaker denies himself the privilege of atiending “ 
the word and ordinances of God. It is therefore of the highest im- 
portance, that the flood-gates of vice, and profligacy of manners should 
be shut. Moral Societies have rapidly increased in numbers, within 
the year past, in various parts of the United States : some have been 
already formed in this state, and it is highly probable that a respecta- 
ble addition will be mace to the number before the close of the pres- 
ent year. If conducted with prudence and firmness, as they general- 
ly have been, they will afford much aid in preparing the way for the 
yore successful distribution of the holy Scriptures. 

In advancing the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, there was 
wanting some object io unife the various isolated parts of it ; which 
by separating into distinct sects and denominations, and remaining at 
a distance, have suffered their aflections to grow cold to each other. 
Bible Societies are eminently fitted to accomplish this important end. 
Here is one common pursuit to fire the zeal of every individual that 
belongs to the great Shepherd of souls, in whatever apartment of his 
fold he may be found. Here is an admirable bond of union to encir- 
cle all the various characters of real Christians, of whatever name or 
nation, in one grand society of Christian communion and love.-- 
Whilst they sit at the feet of Jesus, and hear his words with an hon- 
est heart, and take their religious sentiments and opinions from the 
Bible, without note or comment, the numerous errors in ductrine and 
practice, that have so unhappily divided the Christian family, will, in 
a measure vanish. The various links in the chain of Christian prac- 
tice will all assume their proper places; and while those forms anc 
modes, which are not so clearly revealed, will be held with a limited 
and subordinate zeal ; the great and fundamental truths of the gospel, 
that are principally insisted on in the Scriptures, will be maintained, 
and defended with an increased ardour and firmness. We have rea 
son to believe, that the thick fogs of party zeal which have so long ob- 
scured the views of Christians, and prevented them from beholding 
the image of Christ in their brethren of a different name, will soon be 
dispelled by the genial beams of the Sun of Righteousness. 

In returning a just tribu.e of thanks for benefits received, our praise 
is due to God as a primary object. But the benevolent acts of hu- 
man and dependent agents ought ngt to be passed over in silence. 
We would avail ourselves of this opportunity to express the senti- 
ments of gratitude entertained by the people in this section of the 
siale, for the very friendly and benevolent aid of the pious in our na- 
tive states; and especially for the assistance of those from whom we 
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have received the most particular attention. ‘T'o the influence of thei: 
exertions in sending missivnaries, and distributing the Bible and reli- 
gious tracts among us, it is doubtless owing, that this country enjoys 
a more than ordinary share of religious instruction for so recent a set- 
tlement. Though much yet remains to call forth their charitable con- 
tributions, the sources of religious information are bere daily increas- 
ing. Onthe 18th day of May, 1814, a Bible Society was formed at 
Tallmadge, styled the Connecticut Reserve Bible Society. Early af- 
ter its foundation measures were taken to collect the money, and send 
to the Bible Society at Philadelphia for six :undred Bibles of the 
stereotype edition. When the difficulties of collecting money ina 
new and thinly settled country, and thé length and badness of the 
roads to be travelled over in transporting the Bibles are taken into 
consideration, it is presumed that the members, will be satistied with 
the progress that has been made in forwarding the Bibles. It is to be 
hoped, however, that arrangements will be made in luture fur a great- 
er despatch. For a more particular statement of the donations made 
to the Society, and the state of their funds, they are referred to the 
Treasurer’s account, and the documents annexed to this report. 

There are four Bible Societies in the State of Ohio; viz. the Ohio, 
the Scioto, the Miami, and the Connecticut Reserve Bible Societies. 

Eleven years has elapsed since the British ahd Foreign Bible So- 
ciety was founded.—F rom precedence in the time of its formation, 
and from the help it has afforded towards the establishment, and 
crowth of other similar institutions, and the parental care it has mani- 
fested in distributing the Scriptures among the nations, it has justly 
been styled the Parent Society. The number has since been rapidly 
increasing. By the latest accounts, that we have received, there are 
in Europe 417, in Asia and Africa 5, in the United States 68, and in 
other parts of America 5, making in the whole the numerous assem- 
blage of 495 Bible Societies. Many more we presume now exist. 
Surely the hand of the Lord is in this. We are confident that he who 
has thus prospered the undertaking, far beyond the most sanguine ex- 
pectations of its first founders, will still continue to carry it on: that 
the number of Bible Societies will increase, that the zeal and ardour 
of the members will arise higher and higher, until the firmament is in 
a gloty ; and like the Galaxy in the heavens they will light up a per- 
petual day in the moral world. We are assured, that this our confi- 
dence is well founded : for itis built on the firm, the unfailing founda- 
tion of eternal truth. The evidences demonstrating that the Bible is 
indeed a revelation from God to man, have been continually accumu- 
lating since its first promulgation down to the present time: and, as a 
well constructed arch of massy marble, have been gathering strength 
with the increase of weight, and will forever stand immovable And 
is every doctrine, and every precept, contained in the Scriptures, a 
reality ? will all the threatenings, there denounced against the rebel- 
tious, the thoughtless, and the stupid, be exactly accomplished ? and 
will all the glorious promises, there made to the humble followers of 
ihe blessed Jesus, be literally fulfilled? Then if we are wise, we 
shall no longer suffer the Bihle, that hest of books to lie neglected, 
Vor. VIET. NO. 11 Ree 
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dom ; and from this class of men they will meet with liberal support 
and encouragement. 

The establishment of societies for the suppression of vice, and pro- 
notion of good morals, is another means of aiding the cause of Bible 
Societies. In vain shall we put the Bible into the hands of an intoxi- 
cated person. He has degraded himself to a level with the brates ; 
and so long as he continues in this state, he can no more be benefit. 
ted, than they, by the holy Scriptures. The profane person is not in 
ahabit of mind favorable to reading the Bible with due application ; 
and the Sabbath-breaker denies himself the privilege of attending * 
the word and ordinances of God. It is therefore of the highest im- 
portance, that the flood-gates of vice, and profligacy of manners should 
be shut. Moral Societies have rapidly increased in numbers, within 
the year past, in various parts of the United States : some have been 
already formed in this state, and it is highly probable that a respecta- 
ble addition will be mace to the number before the close of the pres- 
ent year. If conducted with prudence and firmness, as they general- 
ly have been, they will afford much aid in preparing the way for the 
more successful distribution of the holy Scriptures. 

In advancing the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, there was 
wanting some object to unife the various isolated parts of it ; which 
by separating into distinct sects and denominations, and remaining at 
a distance, have suifered their aflections to grow cold to each other. 
Bible Societies are eminently fitted to accomplish this important end. 
Here is one common pursuit to fire the zeal of every individual that 
belongs to the great Shepherd of souls, in whatever apartment of his 
fold he may be found. Here is an admirable bond of union to encir- 
cle all the various characters of real Christians, of whatever name or 
nation, in one grand society of Christian communion and love.-- 
Whilst they sit at the feet of Jesus, and hear his words with an hon- 
est heart, and take their religious sentiments and opinions from the 
Bible, without note or comment, the numerous errors in ductrine and 
practice, that have so unhappily divided the Christian family, will, in 
a measure vanish. The various links in the chain of Christian prac- 
tice will all assume their proper places; and while those forms an 
modes, which are not so clearly revealed, will be held with a limited 
and subordinate zeal ; the great and fundamental truths of the gospel, 
that are principally insisted on in the Scriptures, will be maintained, 
and defended with an increased ardour and firmness. We have rea 
son to believe, that the thick fogs of party zeal which have so long ob- 
scured the views of Christians, and prevented them from beholding 
the image of Christ in their brethren of a different name, will soon be 
dispelled by the genial beams of the Sun of Righteousness. 

In returning a just tribue of thanks for benefits received, our praise 
is due to God as a primary object. But the benevolent acts of hu- 
man and dependent agents ought ngt to be passed over in silence. 
We would avail ourselves of this opportunity to express the senti- 
ments of gratitude entertained by the people in this section of the 
siale, for the very friendly and benevolent aid of the pious in our na- 
tive states; and especially for the assistance of those from whom we 
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have received the most particular attention. ‘T’o the influence of their 
exertions in sending missionaries, and distributing the Bible and reli- 
gious tracts among us, it is doubtless owing, that this country enjoys 
a more than ordinary share of religious instruction for so recent a set- 
‘lement. Though much yet remains to call forth their charitable con- 
tributions, the sources of religious information are bere daily increas- 
ing. Onthe 18th day of May, 1814, a Bible Society was formed at 
Tallmadge, styled the Connecticut Reserve Bible Society. Early al- 
ter its foundation measures were taken to collect the money, and send 
to the Bible Society at Philadelphia for six hundred Bibles of the 
stereotype edition. When the dilficulties of collecting money ina 
new and thinly settled country, and the length and badness of the 
toads to be travelled over in transporting the Bibles are taken into 
consideration, it is presumed that the members, will be satisfied with 
the progress that has been made in forwarding the Bibles. It is to be 
hoped, however, that arrangements will be made in luture for a great- 
er despatch. For a more particular statement of the donations made 
to the Society, and the state of their funds, they are referred to the 
Treasurer’s account, and the documents annexed to this report. 

There are four Bible Societies in the State of Ohio; viz. the Ohio, 
the Scioto, the Miami, and the Connecticut Reserve Bible Societies. 

Eleven years has elapsed since the British aiid Foreign Bible So- 
ciety was founded.—From precedence in the time of its formation, 
and from the help it has afforded towards the establishment, and 
crowth of other similar institutions, and the parental care it has mani- 
fested in distributing the Scriptures among the nations, it has justly 
been styled the Parent Society. The number has since been rapidly 
increasing. By the latest accounts, that we have received, there are 
in Europe 417, in Asia and Africa 5, in the United States 68, and in 
other parts of America 5, making in the whole the numerous assem- 
blage of 495 Bible Societies. Many more we presume now exist. 
Surely the hand of the Lord is in this. We are confident that he who 
has thus prospered the undertaking, far beyond the most sanguine ex- 
pectations of its first fouriders, will still continue to cafry it on: that 
the number of Bible Societies will increase, that the zeal and ardour 
of the members will arise higher and higher, until the firmament is in 
a glotv ; and like the Galaxy in the heavens they will light up a per- 
petual day in the moral world. We are assured, that this our confi- 
dence is well founded : for it is built on the firm, the unfailing founda- 
tion of eternal truth. The evidences demonstrating that the Bible is 
indeed a revelation from God to man, have been continually accumu- 
lating since its first promulgation down to the present time: and, as a 
well constructed arch of massy marble, have been gathering strength 
with the increase of weight, and will forever stand immovable And 
is every doctrine, and every precept, contained in the Scriptures, a 
reality ? will all the threatenings, there denounced against the rebel- 
tious, the thoughtless, and the stupid, be exactly accomplished ? and 
will all the glorious promises, there made to the humble followers of 
ihe blessed Jesus, be literally fulfilled? Then if we are wise, we 
shall no longer suffer the Bihle, that kest of books to lie neglected, 
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and gather dust on our shelves. We shall never suffer a day to pass 
without reading a portion of the holy Scriptures. And it will be the 
object of our most assiduous and persevering endeavors to be con- 
formed to its sublime precepts in every action of our lives, and in 
every exercise of our hearts. We shall be anxious that our children 
and destitute neighbors be furnished with the Bible; and they wil] 
not be completely furnished, until every individual who is capable oi 
reading, and understanding the Scriptures, is in possession of a copy. 
Though some may scoff, and some dread the Herculean task, ex. 
claiming a lion in the way, yet it raises no ground for discourage- 
ment. Bible, Missionary, and Moral Societies will multiply, and 
flourish, and even become popular. Kings are to be nursing fathers, 
and queens the nursing mothers of the church. Statesmen, govern- 
ors, princes, kings, and emperors are already patrons of these institu- 
tions. It is the work of God and cannot fail of success. Take cour- 
age, ye friends of religion and virtue ; the day is yours. Prepare the 
way for the approach of the King of Glory. Let the stout hearts of 
infidels and scorners be bumbled, and vice and irreligion retire to the. 
secret and hidden places of the earth. The Sun of Righteousness, we 
apprehend, has already begun to send forth his beams in the East ; 
and some scattered rays have reached even unto the West. With 
this cheering prospect would your Trustees close their report, and re- 
sign their trust: praying and hoping, that they, and all the members 
of this Society, may stand at their Jot at the end of the days ; with 
the members of similar institutions, and witb all the lovers of the dear 
Redeemer, for ever to sound forth his praises, and feast upon: his love. 
JOHN SEWARD, Secretary. 


REPORT of the state of the funds of the Connecticut Reserve Bible 
Society, at their annual meeting at Warren, 14th June, 1815. 


Amount of cash paid into the treasury is $ 732 85 
Amount of cash paid out for 600 Bibles, and trans- 

portation from Philadelphia, 491 15 1-2 
Balance in the treasury, $241 69 1-2 





DONATION—160 acres of land given by the Hon. Benjamin 
Tallmadge. 


The officers for the ensuing year are the following, viz : 


President, Elizur Wright, Esq.—Vice President, Peter Hitchcock, 
Esq.—Secretary, Rev. John Seward,—T reasurer, Zalmon Fitch, Esq 
—Auditor, Gen. Simon Perkins,—Trustees, Rev. Messrs. Joseph 
Badger, Giles H. Cowles, Nathan B. Derrow, Jonathan Leslie, J osh- 
ua Beer, James Duncan, Adamson Bently, Thomas Barr, Shadrach 
Bostwick, Simeon W. oodruff, Hervey Coe, William H andford, David 
Hudson, Esq. James Whedon, Esq. Dea. Septimus Witter, Dr. Jone 
athan Metcalf. 








Cincinnati Miami Bible Society. 


Extract from the first Annual Report of the Directors, submitted at 
the anniversary meeting held at Cincinnati, on the Ist day of Sep- 
tember, 1815. 


‘* Ercut months have not yet elapsed, since the organization of this 
Society—much, therefore will not be expected from it in this early 
period of its existence. 

The Board of Directors, early took measures, to obtain information 
from the Philadelphia and Baltimore Bible Societies, respecting the 
best source from whence to obtain a supply of the Scriptures—and 
in return, find the Philadelphia Society able and disposed to furnish 
stereotype Bibles on good paper and moderate binding at 60 cents— 
500 copies were immediately ordered and have arrived. 

From the Baltimore Society a donation of 100 Bibles and 25 New- 
Testaments has been received by the hand of the Rev. Alexander 
M’Caine, and a donation of 21 Bibles from the Bible Society of Mas- 
sachusetts, by the hands of the Rev. J. L. Wilson. 

The amount of cash received and disbursed, from. the commence- 
ment of the institution to this date, as per report of the Steward, is as 
follows, viz. 

Cost of 500 Bibles in Philadelphia at 60 cents $ 300 00 

Transporting the same to Cincinnati 85 96 

Carriage and freight of 100 Bibles and 25 
Testaments (a donation from the Baltimore Bi- 








ble Society) to Cincinnati t1 00 
Expenses of printing, stationary, &c. 19 62 
416 58 

Cash received’ from sundry members 295 50 
Leaving a balance due by the Society of $ 121 08 


In the infancy of the Society, the Board have made the distribution 
of the Scriptures subject to the orders of the President—accordingly, 
of the 621 Bibles and 25 Testaments received as above, there has 
been distributed 70 Bibles and 6 Testaments.” 


— Do 


Report to the London Missionary Society. 
Concluded from p. 390. 


CHINA. 


Tar Directors have received during the last year a number of print- 
ed copies of the New Testament, translated by Mr. Morrison into the 
Chinese language. With inexpressible delight they view these fruits 
of his successful labors, and humbly anticipate from their dispersion 
the most beneficial results. It affords a gratification of no ordinary 
kind, that the holy book on which our eternal hopes are founded, is, 
by their laborious Missionary, translated into a language which may 
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be read by hundreds of millions in China and other countries—perhaps 
by more than one-third of the human race. 

The important business of distributing this sacred volume has oe- 
cupied the serious attention both of Mr. Morrison and Mr. Milne, who 
have neglected no opportunity of giving it an extensive circulation, 

Besides printing 2000 copies of the New Testament, Mr. Morrison 
has printed 10,000 copies of his Chinese Tract, and 5000 copies of his 
Chinese Catechism ; but all these copies, however numerous, are very 
few. compared with the popuiation of China. ‘* The city of Canton,” 
says Mr. Milne “* would be but indifferently supplied with a million 
of copies ! But we have. already gone much beyond our funds ; and 
hat it not been for a firm reliance on the liberality of the churches at 
home, we must have been contented with half the number (of cate- 
chisms and tracts.) We cannot go a single step further, nor print « 
single copy more, unless more aid be afforded. This is the fact, and 
I hope it will p'ead more strongly than ten thousand entreaties with the 
Christian public.”’* 

Mr. Milne not being permitted, through the intolerance of the Ro- 
mish clergy, to reside at Macao, determined to take a voyage on pur- 
pose to distribute the New Testament and Tracts. He leit China in 
February 1814, ina vessel which conveyed nearly 500 Chinese emi- 
grants, and he had the pleasure of seeing many of them, while on board, 
reading, in their own tongue, the wonderful works of God. He touch- 
ed at the Island of Banca, a new settlement, where the Chinese were 
landed, and to which it is probable that many more of the Chinese 
will emigrate, where, by permission of the Commanding Officer, he 
distributed his books, and where he thinks a missionary station may 
be‘advantageously fixed. 

He arrived at Batavia, March the 10th, where he was most kindly 
received by Gov. Raffles, who afforded him every assistance in his 
power. Here he distributed several hundred copies of the New Tes- 
tament, with some copies of the first chapter of Genesis which ke 
piinie on his voyage. He also supplied eight Chinese schools with 
catechisms and tracts, and had the pleasure of seeing them used 
as school books by the children. He even deposited three copies ot 
the Gospel in the temple of the goddess Kwan-yun, for the use of the 
priests, and also made arrangements for sending others to Banjermasen, 
Pontiano, and Sambas, on the island of Borneo.—Mr. Milne made a 
tour of 1400 miles through the island of Java, in which be bad an op- 
portunity of conversing with many Dutch Christians, who, bad long 
been destitute of the means of grace. Through the recommendation 
of the worthy governor, he was every where received by the British 
officers, both civil and military, and by all other persons with the 
warmest hospitality. The Chinese of all ranks, and in every place, 
received the books gladly, and listened with patience to his discourses 
concerning the true God. In short, he had abundant cause to be 


* The Religious Tract Society to whom Mr. Milne made an affecting 
appeal on this subjéct, has generously voted a handsome sum, to assist It 
the printing of Chinese tracts. 
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satisfied with his journey. Such, indeed, was the friendship with 
which the Chinese treated him, and so great was the confidence that 
they placed in him (calling him Padri Tjina—* The minister of the 
Chinese,”) that he was strongly importuned to continue in Java, and 
establish a Chinese Mission there ; but important reasons induced him 
to decline this proposal, in order to rejoin Mr. Morrison at Canton. 
After his departure we are informed, ‘‘ that the Chinese in Batavia were 
enquiring after him, and expressing a strong desire that he would re- 
turn, and explain to them the book he had given them ; declaring that 
they could find no rest in their minds day nor night.” 

The last letter received from Mr. Milne, was dated Batavia, the 4th 
of August, 1814, on which day he was to embark for Malacca, where 
he designed to pursue the same plan ; and from thence to return to 
China. 

While resident in Batavia, be composed and prinied a farewell let- 
ter to the Chinese, in their own language ; and it deserves remark, that 
this tract was finished on the very day which completed a single year 
from his first beginning to learn the language—a fact which proves that 
the difficulty of acquiring the Chinese language is by no means insu- 
perable ; and, at the same time, does great credit to the talents and 
assiduity of our Missionary, who appears to be so well qualified to be 
the colleague of Ms. Morrison. 

Mr. Morrison’s continuance at Canton or Macao seems to be very 
uncertain. If his health should not render it necessary to take a voy- 
age, other circumstances may, perhaps, induce him to remove to Ma- 
lacca—a station which he has long considered as peculiarly favorable 
to the advancement of the Chinese Mission, and to the more extensive 
diffusion of evangelical truth in the immense regions of India beyond 
the Ganges. To forward his pious design, the Direciors have dis- 
patched Mr. Thomson to Java, with a view to his proceeding to Ma- 
Jacca, under the direction of Mr. Morrison and Mr. Milne. 

The expense attending the Chinese Mission is unavoidably very 
considerable ; but its connection with the spiritual advantage of so 
taany millions of mankind, will reconcile the Society to the great dis- 
bursement ; which, however, is much relieved by the munificence of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, who, on receiving the first 
copy of the Chinese New Testament that came to England, gener- 
ously voted to Mr. Morrison the sum of one thousand pounds to assist 
him in the translation and distribution of the Scriptures. The most 
grateful acknowledgments are cue to that Society for this second dona- 
tion to Mr. Morrison ; one thousand pounds having been betore voted 
to him for the same purpose. And here the Directors cannot help 
remarking how much the operations of Missionary and Bible Societies 
are assisted by each other, and it isa high gratification to observe, that 
our Missionaries in the East are rendered such useful agents in promo~ 
ting the noble designs of the Bible Institution.* 


*Since this Report went to press, a short letter las come to hand from 
Mr. Milne, dated Macao, September 27, to which place he had returned 
to Mr. Morrison, in safety, trom Malacca. He refers to alonger letter, 
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INDIA. 


We now beg leave to call your attention to that important and in- 
teresting partof the world, in which more than a hundred millions of 
souls are covered with the shadow of death, devoted to a degrading 
system of paganism, or the blind bigotry of Mahomedanism, a large 

ropertion of whom are our fellow-subjects. 

Our Missionaries in several parts of India, are proceeding in their 
arduous work with steady diligence, and gradual success ; all com- 
plaining, however, that while the harvest field around them is so im- 
mense, the laborers are so extremely few. The Directors have felt 
the strongest anxicty to supply this deficiency as soon as proper in- 
struments can be obtained. ‘They have recently sent out Mr. Dawson 
to assist the brethren at Vizagapatam, and they hope, ere long to add 
several more to their nuimber. 


MADRAS. 


Ar this Presidency, Mr. Loveless continues to preach at the chapel 
in the Black ‘Town, twice on the Lord’s-days, and on the Wednesday 
evenings. A small church has also been formed. His own school 
consists of forty children or more, including boarders and day scholars. 
He also intends to buiid a new school room on the ground adjoining to 
his chapel, for the education of poor destitute children, descendants of 
Portuguese and other Europeans. This is to be formed on the British 
plan. A few of Mr. Loveless’s pious friends have formed themselves 
into a Society called ‘* The Missionary Fund Society,” which has al- 
ready transmitted to us the sum of twenty-eight pagodas. Mr. Love- 
less earnestly recommends the sending out additional laborers to Madras, 
which is certainly, on many accounts, a most important station ; and 
the Directors hope soon to be enabled to comply with his request ; in 
which case, it is probable that the number of native schools may be 
greatly increased, the superintendance of which would be an employ- 
ment for which Mr. Loveless is well qualified, and in which he would 
greatly delight. The Directors will gladly promote this important 
object. 

VIZAGAPATAM. 


Mr, Gorpon and Mr. Parrcnerr, are proceeding as quickly as 
their other labors will permit, in the important work of translating the 
Scriptures into the ‘Telinga language, whieh is understood by many 
millions of the natives, through a great extentof country. This labor be- 
comes gradually more easy to them, from their more familiar acquaint- 
ance with the language, and their daily conversation with the natives. 
They have laiely translated the bock of the Acts, St. Paul’s Epistle to 
the Enhesians, the First Epistle of St. Jobn, and the book of Genesis, 
which, afier careful, and repeated correction, will be printed. The 


which has not yet arrived ; but ie briefly mentions the truly important 
ontelligcnce, that they iad baptised their first Chinese convert—a secan 
édlition of the New Testament was in the press, the book of Genesis, @ 
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Telinga gospels, translated by their excellent and lamented predeces- 
sors Cran and Desgranges, they distribute wherever they have an op- 
portunity ; sometimes to persons of distinction, and to the Brahmins, 
with whom they freely converse, endeavoring to convince them of the 
absurdity of their religious notions and practices. ‘These men are, in 
general, blindly attached to their superstitions ; yet they are some- 
times silenced, and confounded betore the people, who seem delighted 
to behold their confusion. Our Missionaries have made frequent vis- 
its to the heathen temples, at the festival seasons, and expose the folly 
of worshipping senseless idols, which the people sometimes readily ad- 
mit, but plead in excuse their ignorance, and the authority of antiqui- 
ty ; many who are apparently convinced of the truth of Christianity, 
are too feebie-minded to avow their convictions in the face of shame 
and want. There is reason, however, to believe, that the truth is se- 
cretly making its way ; that the minds of the people are roused to se- 
rious considerations ; and that many of the detestable practices of 
Hindoo pagans are retiring before the light of the gospel. !n Bengal 
fewer widows than formerly are now imimolated on the funeral piles of 
their husbands, and only one victim perished under the wheels ot Jag- 
gernaut at the fast festival. 

The Brethren continue to preach to our countrymen at the settle- 
ment, and to make frequent excursions into the populous villages of the 
heathen in the neighborhood ; in which, assisted by the converted 
Brahmin Anandarayer, who continues faithful and diligent, they read 
a portion of the Scriptures, and explain it; after which they converse 
freely with the people, and answer their objections. 

Much good is likely to be effected by the two schools in this place, 
conducted by our Missionaries. In August last they had in their Gen- 
too school sixty native children on their book, about forty of whom 
daily attend. These are all instructed in Christian doctrine, and some 
appear to be convinced of its truth. They hope soon to establish 
another school at Ailapooram, a populous village in their vicinity ; 
and they speak with great pleasure of a Sunday School at Chicacole, 
supported by a pious lady, who employs a number of young people ie 
a tambour manufactory, and who takes care to have them instructed in 


the knowledge of the gospel. 


GANJAM. 


Tue Society will recollect, that Mr. Lee, formerly at Vizagapatam, 
removed about two years ago to Ganjam, a populous town on the 
Orissa coast, with a pleasing prospect of usefulness, especially as he 
obtained the appointment of officiating chaplain to the settlement. A 
church has been built for him, and a congregation of about 100 per- 
sons attend with great seriousness. He has erected a school-house for 
native children, which he hopes will greatly facilitate the introduction 
of the knowledge of the Scriptures. He is proceeding in his transla- 
tion of the Old Testament; he has also translated Dr. Watts’ First 
Catechism, a spelling book for children, and Bishop Wilson’s book 
written for the instruction of the North American Indians. He ex- 

“presses a strong desire that a fellow-laborer, who should apply him- 
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self to the Odea language, may speedily be sent out, as the Orissa 
country adjacent presents a wide field of usefulness. The Directors, 
however, have not yet been able to comply with his request, but it 
will doubtless be kept in view. Mr. Lee has received an invitation to 
another large town, where he would be supported without expense to 
ihe Society ; but his removal is not expedient, unless his present sta- 
tion can be supplied by another Missionary. We are sorry to fing 
that his endeavors to instruct the natives have been restricted by au- 
thority ; but that impediment will certainly be removed, as soun as 
the late proceedings of our Government are known. He has distribu- 
ted a great number of the gospels in the Telinga, most of which were 
applied for ; this afforded a favorable opportunity to Mr. Lee of speak- 
ing to the people on their important contents. 


CUINSURAH. 


By Ictters received from Mr. May, since the last Annual Meeting, 
we find that he is laboring diligently in his favorite employment of 
jnstructing children ; and he appears to have made considerable im- 
provements in the mode of conducting his schools. He mentions three 
schools now under his care :—IJ. The Native Firce School in Chinsu- 
rah, containing 110 children, chiefly of Hindoos, and a few of Mus- 
sulmans. This school is divided into nine classes, seven of Bengal- 
Ice, and two of English ; in the upper ciass are six young Brahmins, 
three of whom are monitors. —2. The Chandernagore School, con- 
taining 51 children.—3, The Chinsurah Free School, containing 40 
boys, and seventeen girls ; in all, 218 children. About 300 of the 
natives have visited the school, as well as many Eurcpean gentlemen, 
most of whom have expressed their warm approbation of his plans, 
and their admiration of the order and improvement of the children. 
It is probable that Mr. May’s useful methods of instruction, when ful- 
y matured, will be adopted in other populous towns of Bengal. Mr. 
May continues also to study the language of the country, and to preach: 
the gospel on Sunday evenings in the town. 


BELHARY. 


Lerters received from Mr. Hands have been very satisfactory. 
Te has, indeed, been at times very ill, and we fear that his constitu- 
tion has suffered much from the climate ; but he labors to the utmo:* 
of his power in preaching, translating, superintending schools, and in 
distributing the sacred Scriptures among the heathen.—lIllness has pre- 
vented his making that progress in the translation of the New Testa- 
ment into the Canara language which he earnestly wished, but the 
gospels of St. Matthew and St. Luke are, before this time, finished 
for the press. 

There are three schools under the care of Mr. Hands ; one in his 
wn house, for boarders and day scholars ; another built at the enc 
of his garden for the native children, of whom about 40 daily read 
the New Testament in the Telinga and Canara languages : he has a 
third school in the Fort, in which, when a European regiment is there, 
80 children, or more receive Christian instruction.—** Some of these 
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children,” says Mr. Hands, “ afford me great hope that God is begin- 
ning to work upon their hearts. Some of them voluntarily learn from 
three to six chapters or psalms every week, besides hymns. Thus, a 
number of poor children, who a short time ago Were more ignorant, 
wretched, and depraved than the Heathen, have acquired a large por- 
tion of valuable knowledge, and promise to become blessings to the 
world and to the church of Christ. Many of the Hindoo children also 
are coming on very well; they are employed daily in reading, copy- 
ing, and committing to memory parts of the gospels.”’ He intends to 
commence another school in a large village in the neighborhood ; 
and another it the mission garden, for children of the more opu- 
lent natives, and in which the most deserving of the children in the 
native schoo] may have the privilege of learning English. 

Mr. Hands has been much assisted in his labors, especially in bis 
school, by a Mr. Taylor, a native of Madras, now our Missionary ; 
and Jately, by another person, who for many years held the situation 
of a catechist under a Catholic priest. He is an intelligent and pious 
man, and goes into the surrounding villages, in each of which he con- 
tinues five or six days, distributes the gospels, and converses with the 
people. His name is Xavier. 

Mr. Hands. like the rest of his brethren, earnestly desires additional 
help at Belhary ; and points out a large town in the Mysore, a 
healthy place, a great military station, where the Canara language is 
spoken, and where there are many hundreds of Catholic Christians, 
who have long been without a priest. 

It appears that God has greatly blessed his ministry among the 
poor, and to many of the soldiers : and as to * the country-born peo- 
ple,” says a correspondent, ‘* they are become quite a different sort 
of beings from what they were before he settled among them.” The 
Directors are anxiously looking for another Missionary or two, to as- 
sist Mr. Hands at Belhary and its vicinity, where there are such prom- 
ising appearances. 

TRAVANCORE. 

From Travancore little information has been received during the 
past year. Mr. Ringletaube continues his labors among several con- 
gregations, and, we hope, with a good degree of success. 

CEYLON. 

By the last accounts received from Ceylon, the Missionaries ap- 
pear to be proceeding as before: Mr. Paim, who is minister of the 
Dutch church at Columbo, pays also some aitention to the schools. 
Mr. Ehrhardt and Mr. Read are employed in the superintendance of 
schools in various disiricts. We rejoice in the zeal which has been 
manifested by the Columbo Bible Society ; who, while anxious to dis- 
perse among the natives the holy Scriptures in their own tongues, ex- 
press their ** regret at the very small number of teachers competent to 
smooth the way toa general introduction of the sacred writings, by 
the impressive aid of oral instruction.” This aid, however, begins 
to be afforded by some other denominations of Christians, and the 
Missionary Society, it is hoped, will be able to supply their quota to 
the much-needed assistance of this great and interesting island. 

Vor. VUT. No. 11. Fft 
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teport to the London Misstonary Socrety. 


[Nov 
LAscARsS, &c. 


Ix connection with our Report of Missions in Asia, it may be prop- 
er here to notice the proceedings of a Committee in union with this 
Society, for the commendable purpose of communicating Christian 
knowledge to the Lascars and Chinese, who in large numbers visit 
this country, as navigators of vessels from the East. 

By the assistance of some of these foreigners, Mr. Thompson, Mr. 
Hutman, Mr. Eldred, and others, have attained such a knowledge ot 
the languages of India and China, as to render them useful to many ; 
and not to foreigners only, but to some of our own Missionaries, by 
initiating them in the Hindoostanee and Malay tongues. Many ot 
the Lascars have been induced to attend at different places of worship 
in London, and at the Society’s house, where the Scriptures have been 
read to them in their own languages. Portuguese and Mussulmans 
have also attended to read the Scriptures for themselves, and to hear 
Golam Alley, (a Lascar) read and explain the word of life. Of the 
conversion of this man the Committee entertaining good hope, he was 
accordingly lately baptised. Another person named Abdallah, (for- 
merly in tie service of Sir Gore Ousely, in Persia, has been useful in 
teaching the Hindoostanee, Persic, and Arabic languages, and in 
reading the Scriptures in those tongues to his countrymen. Golam 
Alley and Abdallah have renounced caste, and now dwell in the same 
house with Mr. Thompson. 

Many English, Portuguese, Bengallee, and Chinese Tracts, which 
have been distributed, were received with peculiar pleasure by the 
China-men, Lascars, and Portuguese, the latter of whom applied for 
and received some copies ot the New Testament, several of which 
have tound their way on board various ships returning to India. 

The Directors cannot but highly approve (as they are sure the 
whoie Society will) of these zeaious endeavors of their brethren, in 
behalt of a sct of hithertu despised, neglected, and oppressed people, 
who, it is hoped, will be sensible of their obligations to them, and 
recap spiritual advantage from their benevolent exertions. 


AFRICA. 

‘Ine intelligence received from South Airica, during the past year, 
has been highly encouraging. ‘Che power of God bas remarkably ac- 
companied the preaching of te gospel, iu tour places especially ; and 
the holding of a Missionary Conference at Graat Reynet, with the or- 
dination of six native preachers, are events which form a new era li 
the history of South African churches 

BETHELSDORP. 

Arvren the return of Mr. Read, and others trom the conference at 
Graaf Reynet, in the month of August last, where their minds have 
Leen most deeply affected, a great revival of religion in Bethelsdorp 
took place. 'I'here was a gencral awakening of the people; and, in 
ashort time, jijiy persons were added to tie church, among whom 
was the son of a Caflre chief, who had resided at Bethelsdorp several 
vears. had been taught to read and write, and had learned the but 
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ness of a carpenter. He had, however, till now, discovered no re- 
gard to serious religion, but was a ringleader of the young people in 
their follies. ‘The conversion of this youth made a deep impression 
on the minds of many, especially of his companions. Affecting scenes 
took place at some of their public meetings ; the greater part of the 
assembly being bathed in tears, and crying for mercy ; while the be- 
lieving Hottentots wept for joy, on beholding so many of the heathen 
turned from darkness to light, and added to the church of Christ. 

The Members of this Christian Society are now become exceeding- 
ly lively and zealous ; and lamenting their former negligence, pro- 
ceed from house to house to instruct their neighbors. ‘The school also 
prospers greatly, so that there is a good attendance without any com- 
pulsion ; and we are glad to hear, that the new or British system of 
education is introduced with good effect. From the revival at Beth- 
elsdorp the happiest results may be anticipated, as Cupido and other 
preachers are making frequent excursions in various directions, to 
spread abroad the knowledge of a Saviour. 


THEOPOLIS. 

Tuis is a new station, situated in Albany, a few days journey 
north of Bethelsdorp. The spot was chosen, and the land granted to 
the Missionary Society, by his Excellency Sir John Cradock, late 
governor of the colony.—On account of its vicinity to Caffraria, it 
promises to become, on the restoration of peace with the Caffres, one 


of the most important stations in Africa. Mr. Ulbrecht and Mr. ° 


3artlett have resided here for some time, together with a number of 
the people from Bethelsdorp : they have built their habitations on the 
bank of ariver, and in the form of a square, each house having a gar- 
den behind it ; they have also erected a place of worship, and Mr. 
Ulbrecht has been ordained pastor of the church. | 


MISSION TO THE BUSHMEN AT VANDERWELT’S FOUN- 
TAIN. 

Tus station was determined upon before Mr. Campbell left Africa. 
Intimations having been given to the Bushmen that teachers would be 
sent to that place, the intelligence circulated so widely, and was so 
well received, that upwards of five hundred of them repaired to the 
spot eagerly waiting the arrival of the promised Missionary. This is 
the more remarkable, as the wild inhabitants, being thinly scattered 
over the country, seldom appear together, in any considerable num- 
ber, and it is doubted whether so many Bushmen were ever before 
collected on any occasion. Mr. Smit had been requested to under- 
take this mission ; but his apprehensions of danger had caused him to 
pause, until hearing at the conference that such a multitude of people 
expected him, he determined to venture among them. We hope God 
will graciously protect and bless him, and make his endeavors useful. 
This will prove a great benefit to the country ; will deprive the Bush- 
men of that savage ferocity by which they have been hitherto distin- 
guished, and reconcile them to the while men, against whom they had. 
a peculiar enmity ; while it will greatly facilitate the journies ot 
Missionaries and others, who hitherto have been obliged, for safety, 
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to travel in large companies. The conversion of the Bushmen wil! 
be a happy event for Africa. 


GRIQUA TOWN ; 
(Formerly called Klaar Water) 
BLYOND THE GREAT OR ORANGE RIVER. 


Tits is the most remote of all the missionary stations now occu- 
pied by our Society in South Africa. For several years after the ar- 
rival of the Missionaries, the people continued to lead a wandering 
kind of life ; but at length they yielded to the intreaties of the Mis- 
sionaries, and settled at Griqua Town, where some dwellings are 
erected, and a considerable extent of ground is cultivated.——Though 
soine good progress had been made in civilization, yet few conver- 
sions had been observed for a long time ; but shortly after the visit of 
Mr. Campbell and Mr. Read, a pleasing work of God commenced, 
which issued in ihe conversion of about fitty of the Griquas, among 
whom were some of the worst people in the country : and now, the 
zeal both of the young converts, and of the older disciples (who had 
sunk into a Laodicean spirit) is become conspicuous. ‘The latter la- 
ment their former indvience, and regret that they attempted so little 
for the conversion of the Corannas and Bushinwen ; but they now wish 
by their activity to redeem the time that was lost. Mr. Anderson 
and Mr. Janz have begun to make regular visils to the out-posts, fo 
preach the gospel to the natives, and their labors already appear to 
be blessed. 

It is pleasing to report, that fuur of the converted Griquas, men of 
approved gifts, were set apart, at the late conierence, as preachers, to 
instruct the natives in the region round about Grigua Town, and 
who, it may be hoped, will hereafier become pastors of Christian 
churches. 

Among the events of the past year, we have to notice, with much 
concern, the death of Mrs. Janz, the wile of our Misssionary. She 
was a converted Hottentot, a woman of good understanding and ami- 
able temper, and whose manners so much resembled those of an Eu- 
ropean, that nothing but her color seemed to distinguish her from a 
humble Christian in this country. Her death is a great loss ; tor as 
she could speak the language of Latakkoo, she would have been an 
excellent interpreter to our brethren, in commencing the mission at 
that place ; but we trust God will raise up another in ber room. By 
wer death, Mr. Janz has lost a valuable companion, for sbe was, as 
Mr. Read expresses it, ‘* his disciple, his convert, and kis wile.” 


BETHESDA. 


Tuts is another new station, situated on the Great River, about 
mid-way between Grigqua Town and the West Coast ; the people 
consist of Orlams, Corannas, and Bushmen. ‘This place was visited 
by Mr. Campbell, who requested Mr. Sass and Mr. Helm to settle at 
it. Some time after their arrival, they wrote a very discouraging 
letter to the Society, representing the extreme wickedness of the pee 
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je, and the danger of residing among them, and intimating the proba- 
bility of soon being obliged to leave the station. In a short time, 
however, the aspect of affairs was happily changed, and their instruc- 
iions produced the most blessed effects. Many were pierced to the 
heart with a sense of sin, and were constrained to cry, ** What shall 
we do to be saved?” When the last letter was written, about filty 
of these people had professed their faith in Christ, and had been bap- 
tized. We are in daily expectation of receiving the journal, contain- 
ing the particulars of this extraordinary work of God, amouga people 
30 widely separated from the rest of mankind, and in the heart of the 
great African continent. ‘This station is important, as forming a link 
of a chain, connecting the various stations on both sides of the country, 
and which promises to be of essential service to the missions in the 
interior. 


ELLA, 
IN SOUTH NAMAQUALAND. 


For several years there had been no addition to the church of 
Christ at this station ; but during the last year a great revival has ta- 
ken place. The awakening was general among the peor Namaquas, 
and in the course of two or three monihs, about fifty professed their 
faith in Christ, were baptised, and received into the church, among 
whom are their two interpreters and a Namaqua chief. 

Belore Mr. Campbell left Pella, he requested Mr. Schmelen to ex- 
plore the mouth of the Great River, and aflerwards the Great Nama- 
qua and Damara countries.——-Mr. S. has returned from the proposed 
and dangerous journey ; but the particulars have not yet reached us. 
We are, however, informed, that he left the Great River on the 18th 
of May, and travelled northward till the 5th of July, sometimes pas- 
sing through dismal wildernesses, without meeting with a human be- 
ing for a fortnight together: at length, opposed by insurmountable 
difficulties, he was obliged to return. But in the course of his jour- 
ney, he met with several numerous tribes, and conversed with ten 
chiefs, whose names he mentions, who all expressed a readiness to re- 
ceive instructors, if such should be sent to them. Tle also found a 
large river, called the Fish River, on the banks of which there isa 
considerable population in the dry season. 

On his return, Mr. Schmelen commenced a new mission at Klip 
for Stone) Fountain, in Great Namaqua-land, a little above the Great 
River. 

From the other missionary stations near the Cape, Stellenbosch, 
Tulbach, and Zurebrach, no particular information has lately been re- 
ceived, but we have heard that at George, or Hooge Krall, the work 
of conversion is still going forward. 

When Mr. Campbell was in Africa, he recommended to the breth- 
ren, whose stations were widely separated, to hold a General Meeting 
annually, at some central place, that they might inform each other 
what God had wrought by them ; and what difficulties they found in 


their work ; and confer on the best means of promoting the cause of 


Christ in Africa. 
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Agreeably to this advice, the Missionaries held their first meeting at 
Graaf Reynet, where Mr. Kicherer resides. This meeting has eee 
the means of greatly edifying and animating the Missionaries and 
their people ; the arrival of Mr. Anderson, with several of his convert- 
ed people, afforded the assembly great delight, and excited great grati- 
tude for the grace manifested to the poor Griquas. 

Another cheering scene was soon presented. Six converted natives. 
Griquas and Hottentots, were solemnly designated as assistant preach- 
ers of the gospel ;—their names are, Berend, Jan Hendrick, Andries 
Waterboer, Peter David, Jan Coedmun, and Cupido. On the next 
day, Waterboer preached on acts xvii. 30, 31.—The first sermon, 

robably, ever delivered by a Hottentot preacher in a pulpit. 

The whole was highly pleasing and very useful; a very favorable 
impression was made on many, 1D behalf of the missionary cause. 
‘T'wo hundred dollars were collected for the Missionary Society, and 
an Auxiliary Society formed ; twelve of the inhabitants of Graaf Rey- 
net were chosen Directors, and upwards of three hundred dollars sub- 
scribed. 

The recital of what the God of all grace has been pleased, by his 
Holy Spirit, to effect on the hearts of Hottentots, Griquas, and Bush- 
men, will doubtless excite our warmest thanksgivings to Him; nor 
can we forget to acknowledge his goodness in disposing the mind of 
Mr. Campbell to undertake a journey so laborious and so perilous ; in 
enabling him to perform it in safety ; and in rendering it of such es- 
sential use to the interests of missions in Africa: the benefits already 
visible are great ; and it may be hoped that, through his instrumentali- 
ty, the blessings of the gospel may hereafter be extended to regions 
yet unknown. 

Animated by the information received, the Directors lost no time 
in looking out for suitable laborers to be employed in the vast field 
thus presented to them ; and they hope that the four Missionaries, 
Mr. Evans, Mr. Williams, Mr. Barker, and Mr. Hamilton, who with 
their wives are now on their voyage to the Cape, will prove good and 
useful Missionaries. ‘Three of them unite, with a competent knowl- 
edge of the gospel which they are to teach, an acquaintance with 
those mechanical arts which are so necessary for the civilization of a 
rude and savage people. ‘hese brethren, with others who can be 
spared from some of the stations in Africa, and conducted, as we hope, 
by Mr. Read, Mr. Anderson, or Mr. Janz, are intended to proceed 
froin the Cape, by the way of Graat Keynet, and Griqua Town, to 
Latakkoo and other places to which Missionaries are promised ; and 
we earnestly eutieat the prayers of the Society in their behalf. 


MALTA. 


Tue Directors are concerned to state, that they have not yet been 
able to supply the place of the late Mr. Bloomfield, at Malta ; but 
they hope in a few months to send a Missionary to that important sta- 
tion, with a view to promote the knowledge of the gospel in the Greet 
islands, and on the Asiatic continent. . 
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Brief View of the Baptist Missionary Society. 
(Continued from p. 397.) 
18. AVA. 


Mr. Felix Carey. 

Mr. Ferix Carey has lately formed a new station at Ava, the 
capital of the empire, 500 miles east from Calcutta, where he is 
greatly favored by the Emperor ; by whose order a printing-press 
has been established there. 


19. AMBOYNA. 


Mr. Jabez Carey and Mr. Trowi. 

Amsoyna is about 3230 miles S. E. from Calcutta, and near the 
5. W. point of the Island of Ceram. 

This station was formed by Mr. Jabez Carey, who left Calcutta 
for this island early in 1814. He was sent by the British Govern. 
ment at Bengal, in compliance with the desire of the Resident ot 
Amboyna, formerly a student to Dr. Carey in the college of For: 
William. Mr. Trowt is on his voyage to join Mr. Carey at this sta 
tion. Orders are given by the Resident for an edition of 3000 copies 
of the Malay Bible, to be printed at Serampore for the use of the 
Malay Christians in the island, who are said to be 20,000, and to 
have neither ministers nor schoolmasters. The Resident, Mr. Martin, 
proposed the establishment of a central school at Fort Victoria, the 
capital, upon the plan of the British System, which Mr. Carey is to 
wuperintend.* He will have five or six islands under his care. 


20. ALLAHABAD. 


Mr. N. Kerr and Kureem. 

This station was formed in 1814, by Mr. N. Kerr, and a native 
brother, Kureem. ALtauasap is a large city of Hindostan, situated 
about half way between Patna and Agra, at the Fork, or junction of 
the Ganges and Jumna rivers, about 490 miles W. N. W. from Cal- 
cutta. At this city Mr. Kerr, who had lately returned from Rangoon, 
on account of its disagreeing with his health, arrived with his com- 
panion early in 1814. There is a large annual resort of pilgrims to this 
place ; many of whom are drowned by suffering themselves to be con- 
ducted to the middle of the river, where they sink with pots of earth 
tied to their feet. 


A number of Soldiers in the 22nd regiment were the fruits of Mr- 
©bamberlain’s ministry during his residence in the vicinity of Cutwa, 
who have since been organized into a church, and are at present sta- 
tioned in the Isle of Bourbon. The brethren Forder, Blatch, and 
Joplin, who were appointed as elders, are said to conduct themselves 
with propriety. 

* This island and that of Java being ceded to the Dutch, an application 
has been made by the Committee to the Governments requesting their 
favor and protection for the Missionaries ; which has been kindly at- 
tended to by His Britannic Majesty’s Ministers, and by His Excellency 
the Dutch Ambassador in this country. 
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It is a general practice with the Missionaries to distribute at their 
various stations, and in their vicinity, portions of the Scriptures and 
religious tracts in the vernacular languages. The effect in exciting an 
interest and inquiry after the knowledge of the gospel is great ; and, 
many, particularly of late, are the instances of conversion by means of 
the Scriptures alone, without the mtervention of any Missionary. 

All the churches that have been formed, with the exception of Cal- 
cutta, have natives, or brethren born in the country for their Pustors, 
It is highly gratifying to observe, that all the parts of divine worship and 
0, f discipline have been performed by natzves alone, without the presence 
or assistance of Europeans. There have been baptised at all the stations 
considerably more than five hundred persons, on a profession of * re- 
pentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Some of these had been Brahmans of the higher casts. 

In all the native schools there are upwards of one thousand children. 
Heathen schoolmasters teach them to read the Scriptures without any 
hesitation. ‘* May it not be hoped,” says Dr. Carey, ‘ that in time 
this system of education will sap the bulwark of heathenism, and intro- 
duce a change which will be bighly important in its consequences to 
ihe people in the east.” 

The number of persons employed by this mission, at the twenty sta- 
tions before enumerated, including Europeans and natives, at the close 
of 1813, was forty-one ; of these, twelve are Europeans, and thirty- 
two natives, or descendants of Europeans raised up in the country. 
‘Three others have since sailed from England : some of whom have 
arrived. The Missionaries at Serampore have adopted the plan of 
sending natives as iltnerants, two together, according to the example of 
the Lord Jesus, to preach to their countrymen. 

Wiest? INDIES. 
SAMAICA. 
Mr. Rowe. 

The Society has lately attempted to establish a mission in Jainai- 
ca, where Mr. and Mrs. Rowe arrived Feb. 23,1814. He found on 
his arrival he had strong prejudices, and many other difficulties, to 
encounter ; but by patience and prudence he found them gradually 
diminish, and by the month of June was able to open a school, with 
some prospect of success, and to preach the gospel “ in his own hired 
house, no man forbidding him.” 

BRIEF ACCOUNT 
OF THE TRANSLATIONS AND PRINTING THE SCRIPTURES AT SPRAMON, 
TO JuNE, 1814. 
Chiefly extracted from the Fifth Memoir of the Missionaries at 
Serampore. 

TEN years have now clapsed (say the Missionaries,) since we 
Were strongly impressed with the importance of attempting fo extend 
the translations of the Scriptures ia the various languages of India. We 
saw, that if ever the gospel took deep root here, it must be through 
the secred Scriptures being translated and put into the hands of the 
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various tribes of India, whose dialects differ so much from each other, 
though most of them originate in one common source ; a8, however 
laborious any missionary might be, while the truths he delivered were 
presented to his hearers merely by the living voice, without being 
followed up by the words of life in a written form, to be read and im- 
printed on the mind at leisure, he would be often misunderstood, even 
by his well-disposed hearers; and on his decease, or his departure from 
ihe spot, the fruit of his labors might quickly wither, and, ina short 
season, leave scarcely a vestige behind to shew that the word of life 
had been made known at all. While, on the contrary we, evidently 
saw, that when the sacred Scriptures were published in a dialect, not 
only might an European missionary, animated with love to the souls 
of men, carry among them the word of life with the highest effect, if 
accompanied with the divine blessing ; but should the Lord be pleased 
to impress the hearts of the natives in reading the divine word (in- 
stances of which we have known,) European missionaries would not 
always be necessary for that work ; one native converted thereby, 
might be the means of converting others, and these of a still gseater 
number, till the Lord having thus given the word, great indeed would 
be the company of its publishers.” 

The following sketch of the state of the translations is given in a 
kind of geographical order. Those spoken in the middle part of India 
being first mentioned, and then those spoken in the south, in the west, 
in the north, and in the east. 


Six of these languages may be included under those spoken in the 
middle part of India, viz. the Suncskrit, Hinper, Bris-suasa, Man- 
RaTTA, BenGALeE, and Orissa. 


1, SUNGSKRIT. 


New Testament. Old Testament. 
Translated, printed, and in cir- Translated. Pentateuch has 
culation for three years. been printed near two years, and 
the historical books nearly com- 
pleted. 


This language, of which Dr. Carey is Professor in the College, is 
the parent of most of the other dialects, and understood by the learned 
throughout the whole of India ; although at present the colloquial me- 
dium of no particular part. This version is read with interest by the 
Brahmans. ‘ ° 
2. HINDEE. 


Second edition of 4000 copies _—Alll translated, Pentateuch print- 
printing. ed, historical books in the press. 

So earnest have the people been for the New Testament, that they 
have been obliged to give them St. Matthew’s Gospel separatety, while 
printing the rest ; and it is expected that a third edition of the New 
Testament will soon be necessary. 

N. B. Founts are cast for the Deva Nagree (in which this version is 
printed,) which has more than 800 letters and combinations. 

Von. VIII. Na. 11. Gag 































434 Revival of Religion m Bridport. [Nov 


3. BRIJ-BHASSA. 


New Testament. Old Testament. 
The four Gospels have been 
translated, and that of St. Mat- 
thew is put to press. 


This language is spoken in the upper provinces of Hindoostan, and 
contains a greater mixture of the Sungskrit than most of the other di- 
alects of the Hindee. This version 1s likely tobe more acceptable 
to the people of the Dooab, than either the Hindee or the Hindost- 
hanee. 


4. MAHRATTA. 





Translated. The third edition The whole translated.—Pen- 
printed. tateuch _ printed. Historical 
Books in the press, and in much 

forwardness. 


N. B. Dr. Carey is Professor of this language in the College. 
3. BENGALEE. 


''ranslated ; a fourth edition of Translated ; a second edition 
5000 printing, advanced so far as of the Pentateuch of 1000 cop- 
the end of Luke. ies is printed, and the Hagiogra- 


pha has been long out of print. 


The desire for this translation in Bengal is greatly increased. 
N. B. Dr. Carey is Professor also of this language. 


6. ORISSA, OR OORIYA. 


‘Translated and printed. Translated ; the Historical Books 


printed ; all except the Pentateuch 
is published. 


The Orissa consists of about 300 characters. 
These six languages include the nations which form the middle part 
af India, and probably comprise more than Fifty MiLLions of people: 
(To be continued.) 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN BRIDPORT. 
Taken from the Vermont Adviser. 


‘THE attention to religion in this town began in February, 1813. It 
commenced during the prevalence of that terrible sickness, which spread 
through this part of the country and swept such numbers to the grave. 
About 44 persons died in the town of that destructive malady. — This was 
an alarming providence, and it is not surprising, that it inspired some 
with concern for their souls. : 

During the summer previous, there were several remarkable instances 
of persons dying in the triumph of faith ‘To these the attention of the 
people was directed, and much was said concerning the blessedness 
uf-dying in the Lord. Soon after, that dreadful sickness prevailed, and a 
number of those, who died, departed in deplorable stupidity, although 


they had ample ground for alarm. ‘The contrast was not only seen, but 
Viewed with astonishment. 
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The sickness, above alluded to, appears to have been employed by divine 
providence to begin the great and good work, which lasted almost two years 
trom its first commencement : and, even now, it is a time of much seri- 
ousness. Nothing, however, occurred, which attracted public notice, till 
the latter part of the summer, when three persons came forward to unite 
with the church, two encouraged by a former, and one by a recent hope. 
At a much earlier period, indeed, appearances were such, that I was 
ready to hope, that God had visited us in mercy But, when, as the 
spring advanced, the conferences, which had been attended during the 
week, were discontinued, because the evenings became too short to adit 
of their being then held, and no others were maintained, except those, 
on the afternoon of the Sabbath, the indications of a revival disappeared, 
my hopes sunk, and 1 thought, that 1 had, at no time, known the church 
in a more languid and unpromising state. Political controversy ran high, 
and political topics engrossed general attention. On the Sabbath, as I 
‘was returning tothe meeting-house for the afternoon service, I discovered 
clusters discussing political subjects with a considerable degree of warmth. 
I was astonished, that any part of the Sabbath should be spent in a man- 
ner so useless and culpable, and that this should be done by professetl 
Christians, instead of being engaged in social or secret prayer for their 
minister, and for the prosperity of religion. Such were my feelings, that 
I resolved, that, at the ensuing church meeting, which was on Friday of 
the same week, for once a fortnight these meetings have been regularly 
attended during my ministry, I would bring the subject forward. I accord- 
ingly stated to the church my views of the impropriety of the practice, 
and urged them to renounce it and consecrate the Sabbath exclusively to 
religion ‘To this the church agreed, and also that, during the twilight of 
every Saturday evening, they would hold a concert of prayer. ‘This 
gp mr was faithfully observed by many, and the church arose to new 
lite and animation. ‘During the interval of public worship on the Sab- 
bath, meetings for prayer and exhortation were held at some of the neigh- 
boring dwelling houses These were, even at first, attended by consiie- 
rable numbers, and soon the principal part of the congregation was 
present. Serious inquiry respecting religion became extensively prevalent 
and the evidence conclusive, that the Lord had revived his work among 
us. Religion and their own spiritual interests became the common topic 
of conversation among the people. 

On the first of October, our meeting house was finished and dedicated 
to God. Our meetings on Friday were, then, held there. no other place 
being sufficiently large to contain the assembly. We also had occasion to 
hold them each week and to continue them from one o’clock till nearly 
sunset. ‘The time was spent in prayer, in giving explanations of scrip- 
ture, and in addressing exhortations to the congregation. At these meet- 
ings candidates for admission into the church were examined. From 
one to ten came forward at a time, and, on almost every Friday, some 
were examined. 

On the first Sabbath in September, 1813, some of the new converts 
were received into the church, and those received on the first Sabbath in 
September, 1814, with those, who had been admitted during the past 

year, amounted to ninety-nine. There was one individual, who had 
n propounded, who was unable, through indisposition, to attend pub- 
lic worship. At our next commemoration of our blessed Saviour’s death, 
on the first Sabbath in November, that person and one other united with 
the church, making one hundred and one, who were received, in one 
year and two months. At our next sacramental season, on the first Sab- 
bath in January, 1815, none were admitted into the church, and it was 
the first time, that this was the fact, in eight such seasons. On this day, 
1 administered the Lord’s supper to upwards of two hundred communi 
cants, most of whom were, by the grace of God, converted to Christ, 
under my feeble ministry. 
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These are a few general outlines of the revival of religion in Bridport, 
I shall now enter upon a more particular detail of circumstances. 

1. In our religious meetings, the doctrines insisted upon, were the 
sovereignty of God, His purposes, total moral depravity, moral agency 
and accountableness, the circumstances, which render human actions 
virtuous, or vicious in the sight of God, justification solely by faith in 
Christ, the nature of saving faith and genuine repentance, the character 
of evangelical obedience, the obligations of men to do all they are able, 
just as much as if they could save themselves by their own works, the 
sure destruction of thase, who forbear all exertion and of those also, who 
negiect to exert themselves in a right manner. These sentiments formed 
the gencral subject of the addresses at our meetings for religious servi- 
ces. They were, in a greater, or less degree, exhibited, whenever 1 was 
present, and | believe that they were uniformly declared, throughout the 
town [also noticed, that the more clearly those doctrines were brought 
forward, the more serious and profound was the attention of the audi- 
ence, and the more salutary the effects, which ensued. ; 

Those, who spoke in our meetings, did it usually in a low tone of 
voice, avd with much deliberation, as if dealing out their ideas by items, 
that all might understand what was said. 

Our conferences were generally dismissed by half past eight in the 
evening. Afterwards, half an hour was often spent in conversing with 
individuals, and, then, all dispersed. When the assembly separated, 
they were particularly charged to proceed directly home, to read a por- 
tion of scripture, and at times the passage was designated, and to pray 
to God in secret, before they retired to rest. 

There was nothing at any time disorderly and vociferous. There 
were no Out-cries in our mectings, nor even a sob, But, occasionally 
tears, both of joy and of sorrow, flowed freely. 

It was male a point to inform no one, that he had embraced religion. 
This subject was kept out of sight, that individuals might make the dis- 
covery for themselves. ‘Those, whose minds were affected, would often 
charge such, as they conversed with, to say nothing respecting them to 
others. Hence it did not spread from one to another, that individuals 
were under religious concern. In several instances, persons came to my 
house to couverse with me, of whom I did not previously know, that 
their attention had been excited. Three jads from the Lake shore, 
whom I did not even know, came in one day to converse with reference 
to uniting with the church. The first was but eleven years old ; but he 
introduced himself like a man, andI was satisfied with the evidence, 
whick he exhibited, that he possessed a vital acquaintance with religion, 
He has since been received as a member of the church. 

2. In the examination ef candidates for admission into the church 

ere was among them all, a uniformity ip sentiment, as to the purposes 
of God, election by grace, total depravity, the necessity of a real change 
of heart in order to repentance, and faith in Christ, and the fact that this 
change is in answer to no prayer made by the subject, before it takes 
place In these particulars all were so nearly alike, that a description 
of one would furnish an accurate representation of the rest. “They were 
also harmonious in believing the sanctity of the Sabbath, and the obliga- 
tion of family and private devotion, and of household baptism ‘There 
were two persons, who, for a number of years together, had been com- 
municants ina baptist church, who became convinced of their error, 
came forward and acknowledged it, unlted with the congregational 
church, and, in baptism dedicated their children to God. Thev are ap- 
parently pious, and are thoroughly persuaded, that they formerly labored 
under a mistake. 

3. 1 shall n-w relate a few particulars of a miscellaneous characte.‘ 
They may not, however, be wiihout interest in the view of the public. 
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At the time, at which the church came to a determination to renounce 
political conversation on the Sabbath and also on other days, and engaged 
to observe a Concert of prayer on Saturday evenings, there was a person 
present, who has since declared, that when the church adopted these re- 
solves, it struck him, that they had now commenced a course, which 
would issue in a revival of religion among the people. It also occurred to 
him, that if he did not become a subject of divine grace in the season of 
attention, which he anticipated, he should be left to final obduracy. For, 
he was about thirty-six years of age, after which period of life, it is not 
frequently the fact, that mankind are led to embrace reiigion. He in- 
formed us, that these mtimations rang in his ears, till he obtained a hope 
of an interest in the blessings of the gospel He was previously full and 
decided in his belief of the doctrines of grace and was not aware that he 
did not regard them with heart-felt approbation, or that there is a dif- 
ference between believing the truth and regarding it with affection. 
But, as soon as his feelings were touched and fis attention awakened, he 
discovered his mistake, and the discovery produced a distress, under 
which he labored, for some time, as an insupportable burden. At length 
he obtanied relief, and perceived in himself feelings towards the truths of 
scripture, which he could not describe, and he now defends those truths, 
from a reason, which before had no existence in hisbreast. After a 
while, he informed us, that he was constrained to call this new state of 
mind, Christian complacency in the great doctrines of the Bible. But, 
how the change, which he experienced took place in his heart, which, 
shortly before, was full of opposition to those truths, he could not tell. 
He was sensible, that his dislike had left him and that a different feeling 
existed, and this was all he could say upon the subject. His wife was 
impressed with solicitude, at the same time with himself. But, for some 
time they did not make known their feelings to each other. At length a 
disclosure was made and they conversed with freedom. They both had 
one object of distress, the sovereignty of God and his eternal pur poses ; 
yet they felt ina manner widely different on the subject. His agitation 
was occasioned by his finding in himself no cordial regard for those doc- 
trines, although he firmly believed in them. Her concern arose from 
fear that they were true, while slie saw, no evidence of their truth, or 
propriety. 

‘Lhere was a man about forty-seven years of age, whose Conversion was 
somewhat remarkable. His father died when he was very young. He 
was brought up in a very indifferent manner, and at an early period of 
life became addicted to vicious practices. He was notorious for profane 
swearing and intemperance. By his vices he had rendered himself not 
only useless, but even a burden to society. He was even a vagabond 
upon earth, and had sunk himself below the company of ordinary drunk- 
ards. He had no associates, but seemed a solitary being, almost shut out 
of society. His ordinary employment was serving as a hostler at the tav- 
erns in this town. He never,or at least seldom, went to meeting on the 
Sabbath, nor would he hear any religious conversation. If any person be- 
gan to talk with him on serious subjects, he «ould directly withdraw and 
use profane language respecting their hypocritical attempt, as he would 
term it. His habits of intemperance had reduced him to a very infirm 
state of health and had rendered him an object odious and loathsome. 
At length, he fell into a decline and was obviously not far distant from the 
close of life. After the revival began, attempts were made to converse 
with him with reference to his spiritual interests, and his immortal wel- 
fare, But, fora while every attempt was made in vain. He shortly be- 
came so il] that he did not go abroad, and but seldom left his room He now 
became concerned respecting his salvation. With a biblein his hand, he 
used to go from one to another, begging them to read to him, for he could 


scarcely, if at all, read himself, and entreating them to pray with him. 


He of:en said, that he was afraid, that he shouid be lost, for he could nei- 
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ther read nor pray, and he had been so wicked, that he was apprehen- 
sive, that there was no mercy for him. His distress, at length, became 
‘so intense, that by means of it, in addition to his uther complaint, he was 
wholly confined to his room, and, most of the time, to his bed. Now death 
‘appeared nigh, and his only prospect was, that ‘hell would be his final 
abode. ‘This gave a keen edge to his distress, and, when alone in his 
room, he began to cry alould. ‘The mistress of the house hearing his 
voice went to the door, it not being shut, and stood and listened to what 
he said,and was a witness of the scene, which ensued. He began at his 
infancy and confessed to‘God, first one sin and prayec for repentance and 
‘forgiveness, and then he confessed another, and so on, till he had in this 
manner, gone through with the whole catalogue of his iniquities. He then 
summed up the whole in one mass and prayed for — and deliverance, 
At length relief came and his tears flowed, from a different cause, from 
that which had before drawn them forth. His joy was so great, that he 
cried out in astonishment, “ Oh, is this the case ; can I be forgiven ? Will 
that God receive me, whom I have so often offended and whose wrath I 
so justly deserve ?” All this took place in private when he supposed that 
noone heard him, and that the whole transaction ‘passed between onl 
his God and himself. ‘This frame of mind continued several days, wit 
but httle intermission. He asked every one. that he thought had an in- 
terest at the throne of grace to pray with him ; and others he exhorted 
to repent and turn to God. He had an uncle, who was at the same time 
sll, and who came to his room to see the wonder, which drew the atten- 
tion of all classes, religious and irreligious. He was in sentiment, a fixed 
universalist. As soon as he saw him, he cried out, “ Oh, uncle, I have 
seen an end of the scheme which you have so often taught me, I pray 
you not to trust in it any longer.” He had several prayers made in his 
yoom every day, by people belonging to the town, and by strange» For, 
all who visited us, went to see if the report concerning him was true, and 
they universally came away astonished, declaring it the work of the Lord. 
He continued much in the same state till he died, which was about a 
month. He yielded up his life with great calmness and with a strong hope 
of being with Jesus. His death seemed like that of Laz?rus. He had no 
property. ‘The family in which he died, took suitable care of him and 
gave him a decent buriai gratuitously. 1 preached at his funeral from 
Luke xvi. 22. And t/ came to fiass, that the beggar died and was carried 
hy the angels into Abraham's bosom. 

‘There was a young woman, who, on a sick bed, the winter before the 
revival occurred, had obtained a hope, that she had become a subject of 
divine grace. Her life was despaired of, and she was agitated by ex- 
treme anziety and distress At Jength, she found relief, as she thought, 
by having recourse to the mercy revealed in the gospel ; but did not ex- 
pect that her life would be spared. She said much to her mates about 
death, and exhorted them to prepare for that awful event. _.\fter some 
time she began to recover, and, by degrees, entirely regained her health. 
Upon this, she grew remiss in her attention to religion ; and seemed to 
have forgotten, in a great degree, her sick-bed vows. She was invited to 
a scene of gaiety and amusement in the neighborhood. In the midst of 
the festivity and recreation, one of the party was seized with a fit aud 
was thought to be dying. This young woman was deeply impressed 
with alarm and even horror, by this remarkable providence, and she told 
‘her companions, that it was a judgment of God upon them for their folly 
and wickedness, and that they would die and perish forever, if they con- 
tinued to neglect religion and provoke God. She now renounced her 
hope and sunk into despair, viewing herself lost beyond recovery. In 


this state, she continued several weeks. She was urged to resign herself 


aunreservedly into the hands of God. She replied, that she dared not do 
jt ; for he must deliver her over to perdition At length, her parents 
discovered an alteration in her feelings. ‘They inquired respecting her 
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state of mind, and she said, that she had surrendered herself to God. 
‘They asked her, if she was not afraid, that he would cast her off forever. 
She answered, that it appeared so just, that she must, even in that case, 
pa wate 

There was a lad about fifteen years of age, who, when subject to re- 
ligious anxiety, was afraid he could not be saved, for he could not pray 
anil he had no book from which he might learn, He said, that he thought 
the pious had a book, from which they learned to pray, and that he did’ 
not know what he should do for a book, as he was poor and could not 
buy one. He did not see but he must be lost, because he could not pray. 
At length, however, he found, that he did not need a book in order to 
learn to pray ; that, witha new heart, ability to pray is given, that, 
along with the sfirit of grace, the spirit of sufifilication is imparted. 
He was asked with what denomination he intended to unite. His father 
was a member of a baptist, but his mother of a congreyational church. 
By her he had been dedicated to God in baptism and instructed in the 
principles and duties of religion. He replied, that he should join the 
congregational church. For, he believed, that God required parents to 
devote their children to him and to teach them carefully the truths and 
duties of rehgion. 

This is the second general revival of religion in this town. When I was 
first established over the church in this place, it consisted of not more 
than fifteen or eighteen members. It has since twice risen to upwards of 
two hundred. In the first season of general attention to religion, about 
one hundred persons were added to the church, and it then contained ine 
the whole two hundred and four members. But, the number hac been 
gradually diminishing, so that when the recent revival commenced, it 
amounted only to ninety-nine. 

According to the best calculation which I can make, there have been 
one hundred and fifty souls hopefully born into the kingdom of Christ, du- 
ring the late gracious ‘visitation of heaven. One hundred and one have 
united with the church under my care; afew have joined the Baptist 
church, and the others have, as yet, made no public profession of religion. 

‘The Lord has dealt with us in wonderful mercy. The work, which he 
has achieved is one, in which the divine hand has been most clearly ap- 
parent. I rejoice, that I have been the humble instrument, which that 
glorious Being has employed toeffect his beneficent design ; but the ex- 


llency of the power is of God. 
ae de INCREASE GRAVES. 


Bridport, January, 1815. 
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SAILING OF THE AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


Newburyport, October 24, 

WE announce with pieasure that the elegant brig Dryade, James Buf- 
fington, master, bound to Ceylon and Calcutta, went to sea from this port 
yesterday afternoon, with a pleasant breeze, and got safe over the bar 
about 4 o'clock. Passengers, Rev. JaAMEs RICHARDS, and lady ; Rev. 
Dani Poor, and lady ; Rev. HoRATIO BARDWELL, and lady ; Rev. 
Brayamin C. Meics, and lady, and Rev. EnywaArp WaArRREX.— 
These gentlemen have left their native land and their friends, under the 
patronage of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, with the benevolent design of preaching the Gospel of peace and 
salvation among the heathen. They will land at Columbo, in the island 
of Ceylon, where it is understood satisfactory assurances have been re- 
ceived that thev will be well received by the natives and protected by the 
government ; and in co-operation with the brethren settled at Bombay, 
it is hoped that a foundation will be laid for an extensive Missionary es- 
tabiishment in that part of the world, where so many millions of the 
human race are perishing for the lack of wisdom. 
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A very large concourse of people assembled on the wharf and on 
board the brig at the hour of sailing, and the beloved Missionaries and 
their partners were commended to the protection of Almighty God in an 
appropriate prayer by the Rev. Dr. Spring, after which the following 
lines were sung, in the tune of Old Hundred, 





Farewell to the Missionaries. 


Sovereign of worlds ! display thy pow’r, 
Be this thy Zion’s favor’d hour ; 
Bid the bright morning star arise, 
And point the nations to the skies, 


Set up thy throne where Satan reigns, 
On Afric’s shore, on India’s plains ; 

On wilds and continents unknown— 
And be the universe thine own! 


Speak—and the world shall hear thy voice ; 
Speak—and the deserts shall rejoice ! 
Scatter the shades of moral night ; 

Let worthless idols flee the light ! 


He ‘Trusting in Him, dear brethren rear 

4 The gospel standard, void of fear ; 

i Go, seek with joy your destin’d shore, 

‘To view your native land no more. 
Yes—Christian Heroes !—go, proclaim 
Salvation through IMMANUEL’s name ; 


To India’s clime the tidings bear, 
And plant the Rose of Sharon there. 


: | He’ll shield you with a wall of fire, 


POT my ee 


With flaming zeal your breasts inspire ; 
Rid raging winds their fury cease, 





h 
i And hush the tempest into peace. 
; And when our labors all are o'er, 
iy Then we shall meet to part no more ; 
ak hi Meet with the blood-bought throng to fall, 
And crown our Jesus, LORD OF ALL! 
: : | 
i Me a Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
Pies J. 
Oct.2. From Rev. Dan Huntington, Middletown, - - - - $1150 
; 9. From Rev. Oliver Hill, collected in new settlements, - 50 
if 10. From Rev. Worthington Wright, do. do. 50 
12, From Rev. Comfort Williams, do. do, 2 88 
. : $15 38 
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